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WE ACCEPT MOST 

Orange County 

Competitors Coupon 
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ALUMINUM CANS 
1.97 PER LB. 

#1 P.E.T PLASTIC 
1.21 PER LB.(CRV) 
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7494 Garden Grove Blvd. Westminster, CA (714) 899 — 2267 Hablamos Espanol 
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TYPE II DIABETES? 



Are you having trouble 
controlling your 
Type II Diabetes 
despite current treatment? 


If so, consider participating 
in a clinical research study. 
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study of an investigational medication for 
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care and investigational medication at no cost and 
may be compensated for time and travel. 



844 - 213-3337 


www. cnstrial. com / diabetes 


o 

n 

£ 

m 

m 

* 

5 

h 

o 

2 


5 


THE COUNTY FEATURE CALENDAR FOOD FILM CULTURE MUSIC CLASSIFIEDS JANUARY 08-14, 2016 




























JANUARY 08-14, 2016 CLASSIFIEDS MUSIC CULTURE FILM FOOD CALENDAR FEATURE I CONTENTS 


thG COUllty »news issues commentary 



6 


The Gig Is Up, Tony 

DA’s hand-picked committee to evaluate OC’s snitch scandal says he’s clueless 



R. SCOTT MOXLEY 


T wenty-six weeks ago, Tony 

Rackauckas rolled the prover¬ 
bial dice and attempted to take 
control of his public-relations 
nightmare over a headline-grabbing, jail- 
house-informant scandal by hand-picking 
investigators to study what went wrong. 
Courthouse observers at the time saw the 
move as a public-relations stunt. After all, 
Orange County’s district attorney and his 
senior staff had spent 18 months angrily 
attempting to sell the controversy as a fic¬ 
tion created by diabolical defense lawyers, 
misguided judges and lazy journalists. 

Our 72-year-old top prosecutor isn’t 
known for measurable TED Talk skills, 
but he temporarily abandoned the victim 
stance to play concerned public servant 
when he announced the creation of an 
Informant Policies & Practices Evaluation 
Committee (IPPEC) on July 6. 

“I think it’s important to have an objec¬ 
tive and expert external committee, with 
different points of 
view, to thoroughly 
review and analyze 
the issues regarding 
the use of in-custody 
informants so we 
can improve our pro¬ 
cedures and avoid 
any future mistakes,” 
Rackauckas said to 
sidestep calls for a 
U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) probe. 
Erwin Chemerinsky, 
dean of the UC Irvine School of Law, weeks 
earlier labeled the situation a constitutional 
“crisis” resulting in tainted convictions and 
deserving of federal intervention. 

At the same time he touted the commit¬ 
tee’s creation, the DA couldn’t resist add¬ 
ing a line that undermined its necessity by 
assuring the community his office is “tough 
but fair.” Thomas Goethals and Richard 
King, two Superior Court judges who were 
close colleagues with Rackauckas in the 
Orange County district attorney’s office 
(OCDA) decades ago, issued 2014 rulings 
counter to the assertion; they say they 
are offended by informant abuses and the 
agency’s denials of complicity. Rackauckas 
hailed their view as rubbish and hoped the 
outside panel would provide him cover. 

But the DA’s IPPEC gamble failed. This 
week, we learned the group sounded 
what should be the final wake-up call that 
the scandal isn’t imaginary. Committee 
members—legal-community heavyweights 
Patrick Dixon, Robert Gerard, Blithe 
Leece, Laurie Levenson and James Smith, 
all approved by Rackauckas—blasted the 
OCDA’s grave mismanagement woes that 
carry sinister overtones. 


Their 24-page report found “numer¬ 
ous deficiencies in both supervision and 
training” over the use of informants. 
Worse, they confirmed what the Weekly 
has been reporting for years: While the 
agency employs some of California’s best 
prosecutors, it also harbors more than a 
few who’ve adopted a “win at all costs” 
mentality that tramples basic ethical stan¬ 
dards. Far from rebuking these cheaters, 
the offenders have been rewarded with 
promotions, the committee declared. 

“What also became clear during the 
evaluation was that, in many ways, the 
[OCDA] functions as a ship without a 
rudder,” the report states in direct aim at 
Rackauckas, who is characterized as clue¬ 
less about key scandal details two years 
into the mess that has won embarrass¬ 
ing attention from The New York Times , 
National Review, Huffington Post and 
Washington Post. “In short, the office suf¬ 
fers from what is best described as a failure 
of leadership. This failure appears to have 
contributed to the jailhouse-informant 
controversy.... There is a palpable hesita¬ 
tion to bring problematic information to 
the attention of the district attorney.” 

Why? 

The committee observed, “One read¬ 
ily apparent reason for this hesitation is 
that senior management at the OCDA is 
subjected to termination without cause.” 

If true, this partly explains the circle-the- 
wagons mentality the agency adopted after 
Assistant Public Defender Scott Sanders 
issued his bombshell revelations in January 
2014. In a nutshell, Rackauckas said there 
was no scandal, and his underlings ener¬ 
getically regurgitated the spin. Some of 
these staffers portrayed themselves to the 
IPPEC as noble actors in a warped agency, 
but no one should underestimate the inten¬ 
sity of their animosity, including what was 
aimed at Sanders for his whistleblowing. 

To its credit, the panel didn’t try to sell 
its findings as exhaustive. They cautioned 
they had to rely on records the agency’s 
bosses wanted to provide and couldn’t 
force prosecutors to speak under oath. 
Their unflattering report, which is caus¬ 
ing longtime Rackauckas loyalists to 
ponder his resignation, is an “evaluation 
rather than an investigation” because of 
the limits placed on their powers. 

Nonetheless, the members agreed on 10 
recommendations to the DA, including: 

• Revising policies and procedures for 
the use of jailhouse informants; 

• Creating a Confidential Informant 
Review Committee with defined protocols; 

• Overhauling OCDA training regarding 
discovery obligations and the use of snitches; 

• Coordinating honest informant proto¬ 
cols with local police agencies; 


• Launching a Conviction Integrity Unit 
“to detect and remedy police and prosecu¬ 
tor mistakes earlier in the judicial process”; 

• Establishing a chief ethics officer position; 

• Amending Susan Kang Schroeder’s 
title from chief of staff back to a media- 
relations-based job description as a step 
to improve what agency staffers complain 
are “toxic” relations with the press; and 

• Appointing an independent, three- 
year monitor to confirm the enactment of 
informant program reforms. 

The committee rejected Rackauckas’ 
mantra that all issues can be resolved sim¬ 
ply by in-house training seminars. Without 
reaching a conclusion about potential 
criminal wrongdoing, they recommend 
that an outside entity with real authority 
to investigate should launch a probe. Such 
an inquiry is necessary “to demonstrate 
transparency and foster confidence in the 
Orange County criminal-justice system,” 
the report declared. 

If there is naivety among committee 
members, it’s their call for either the 
OC Grand Jury or California Attorney 
General’s office or the DOJ to take the 
leading role. Our grand juries, often over¬ 
whelmingly comprised of elderly citizens 
unable to muster the courage to confront 
abusive power players in the county, 
historically have served as an OCDA rub¬ 
ber stamp. Kamala Harris’ AG office is 
similarly worthless. Her agency laughably 
announced last year that it could find 
nothing alarming in the scandal, except 
for dishonest jail deputies working for 
Sheriff Sandra Hutchens. 

It’s equally true DOJ officials in Southern 
California as a whole can’t be trusted for 
the assignment. Too many of them snuggle 
with Rackauckas-tied political-party bro¬ 


kers to secure state judicial appointments. 
At this point, the only hope for honest dig¬ 
ging into the snitch scandal is Washington, 
D.C.-based federal prosecutors. 

Besides, the DA sent U.S. Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch a letter this month 
encouraging the DO J’s arrival on the 
scene. Just as he did at the outset of the 
IPPEC, Rackauckas, the bold gambler, 
claims he would “welcome” the probing. 

“I am offering [DOJ] unfettered access to 
any documents and/or personnel of the 
OCDA,” he wrote without mentioning 
that Lynch, the nation’s top law-enforce¬ 
ment official, doesn’t need his permission. 

Is there a chance the DA truly isn’t wor¬ 
ried about DOJ? No. He’s a politician afraid 
of the local press corps. On Jan. 4, his staff, 
which held the IPPEC report in secret for a 
week, gave reporters scattered all over the 
county’s traffic-congested, 948 square miles 
a lame 53-minute email notice of the corre¬ 
sponding press conference. There, not sur¬ 
prisingly, a defiant Rackauckas continued 
to pretend there’s no cause for concern. 

The five-term DA insists he’s not 
entertaining resignation notions. He says 
he wants to stay on the job until he’s 79 
years old—maybe longer. He was giddy 
in a Jan. 5 KFI-AM interview, contend¬ 
ing his office is close to perfect. Right 
about now, Todd Spitzer—a 55-year-old 
county supervisor, former prosecutor 
and Republican state assemblyman, and 
Rackauckas’ most vocal critic on ethical 
abuses—must feel empowered two years 
before the next election. 

RSCOTTMOXLEY@OCWEEKLY.COM 

READ MORE»ONLINE 

WWW.OCWEEKLY.COM/NEWS 
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» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 


task a mexican!» 



Special Hollywood-Chofo Edition 


DEAR MEXICAN: I've 
been following a show 
called You're the Worst 
since it started showing on FX last year. 
Among other things, it features a character 
named Edgar Quintero, an awkward and 
troubled Iraq War veteran who happens to 
be Mexican-American. I think this must be 
the only such character regularly featured in 
series television these days. My only issue 
with the character is that, though he is well- 
handled, the actor who plays him is obviously 
from Back East. Non-Mexican-American 
actors have been playing Mexican-Amer¬ 
ican characters, sometimes quite well, for 
decades. In this case, Desmin Borges has a 
Puerto Rican background, and I don't consider 
that a problem in and of itself. But I have a big 
problem if they talk as if they are from New 
York or Chicago. The language of those of us 
out west. Latino and otherwise, is different, 
and we rarely see this acknowledged on tele¬ 
vision or in movies. Nonetheless, I love the 
show, and he is certainly my favorite charac¬ 
ter. At any rate, I wanted to know if you had an 
opinion about this character and his portrayal. 

Television Reconquista 

DEAR GABACHO: You gotta get your Borges 
background right. He's part Puerto Rican, born in 
Chicago, raised in Houston, lives in New York City 
and works on a show based in l_A—as jumbled a 
cultural history as that of any Mexican. You're the 
Worst is funny, and Borges' character is great in 
that he's just a guy—not a Mexican, not a Puerto 
Rican playing a Mexican, but a guy who happens 
to be Mexican. I can't state how revolutionary 


that is in an industry that still writes Mexican 
men as little better than cholos and narcos. And 
while it'd be cool if a Chicano from City Terrace 
played Edgar Quintero and made him talk as if 
he were a Chicano from City Terrace, it sure is 
better than Douglas Fairbanks playing Zorro—or, 
hell, Hillary Clinton pretending to be an abuela. 

DEAR MEXICAN: Why can't second- and third- 
generation Mexicans just chill? The reason I 
ask is because lately, there have been more 
cholos infiltrating the Colorado River, and 
although there's plenty of room for them, they 
always get all stabby or start fights. I've been 
going there for years and love it because 
everyone's pretty much drunk and happy... 
except for the cholos. What's up with that? 
Could it be that the Indian in them gets crazy 
with hard liquor? Or is that just with Ameri¬ 
can Indians? 

La Coconut 

DEAR POCHA: Cholos fight because they're cho¬ 
los, just like bros fight at Lake Havasu because 
they're bros. You can no more hate a cholo or 
bro for fighting than you can hate Donald Trump 
for being dumb—it's who they are. The problem, 
of course, is when said cholos or bros or Trump 
fuck it up for everyone else. The solution? Place 
them all on a houseboat and let them sort it out— 
someone greenlight THAT show! 

ASK THE MEXICAN 

at themexican@askamexican.net, 
be his fan on Facebook, follow him 
on Twitter, or ask him a video question 
at youtube.com/askamexicano! 



HeyYou! 

» ANONYMOUS 

Beach Blabber 

Y ou are not the first, but you are definitely among the ever-increasing numbers of totally 
inconsiderate people who are ruining the beach with your solipsistic stupidity! You wear 
earbuds and talk on the phone so effing loud that you actually drown out the waves and wind 
and birds and all of nature with your idiotic blather. If you have to work, go work where I don't 
have to hear you. If you are incapable of walking alone without running your mouth in a vain 
attempt to escape your thoughts, get a treadmill and use it in the privacy of your own home 
and yak away. Even when I yell, "Shut up, shut up, shut up," you are so loud and self-involved 
you don't even hear me! 


HEY, YOU! Send anonymous thanks, confessions or accusations—changing or deleting the 
names of the guilty and innocent—to "Hey, You!" c/o OC Weekly, 3420 Bristol St., 6th Floor, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626, or email us at letters@ocweekly.com. 


ENTER TO WIN A SEAT AT THE TABLE 

TEQUILA THURSDAY 

FEATURING EL TESORO! 


STADIUM 

BREW CO 



DE DON FELIPE® 

100% BLUE AGAVE TEQUILA 



STADIUM BREWING CO 

26731 ALISO CREEK ROAD, ALISO VIEJO, CA 


SIGN UP TO WIN AT 

WWW.OCWEEKLY.COM/ELTESORO 



THURSDAY, (AN 21 

STADIUM BREWING COMPANY @ 7PM 


- 


o 

n 

£ 

m 

m 

* 

5 

h 

o 

2 


7 


CONTENTS FEATURE CALENDAR FOOD FILM CULTURE MUSIC CLASSIFIEDS JANUARY 08-14, 2016 

































U^Bulletin 

ADS START AT $50 PER WEEK | 

TO ADVERTISE, CALL 714.550.5900 



Levitra 

20 MG 

$5.50 Per Pill 


Cialis 

20 MG 

$5.50 Per Pill 


Viagra 

100 MG 

$4.50 Per Pill 


As Low as $3 Per Pill! 


NEW 

EXTRA 

STRENGTH 

SPECIAL 


VIAGRA - 200 MG - 10 Pills For $65 Erections Guaranteed! 

PIAI IQ _ fin -in Pill*: Fnr $75 No Sales Tax Ca “ or ° rder ° nline 

UIMLIO DU IVIO IUrm5rOr^iO Verified Authorize.Net Merchant 

(949) 354-BLUV (2588) www. MensCf ubUS A.com 


OC Weekly is y&m 
source for all 



events including our 
own signature 

CULiNARY // COCKTAIL 

MUSiC // ART EVENTS 

Sign up now to gain access to our 


Events Newsletter! 
OCWEEKLY.COM/SiGNUP 



NEED HOLIDAY CASH? 

Cash 4 Cans + Recycling Center has you covered! 

Aluminum Cans - $1.97 per LB 
#1 P.E.T. Plastic - $1.21 per LB (CRV) 

7494 Carden Grove Blvd. Westminster, CA 

(714) 899-2267 Hablamos Espanol 


EARN $500 A DAY 

As AIRBRUSH MAKEUP ARTIST 

For: Ads • TV* Film •Fashion* HD‘Digital 

35% OFF TUITION - One Week Course 
Taught by top makeup artist & photographer 
Train & Build Portfolio. Models Provided 
Accredited. A+ Rating Better Business Bureau 
AwardMakeu^Schookcon^Q^^QQO^^^ 

#1 BREAST SURGEON IN OC! 

Over 5,000 Breast Augmentations Performed! 

Mira Mist Technique JUST $2900! 

Minimally Invasive • Faster Recovery • NO HIDDEN COST 

(714) 544-8678 

3140 Red Hill Ave #150, Costa Mesa 


Injured at work? 

Workers Comp Law Firm 
READY TO HELP! 

For a FREE consultation, please call 

310-664-9000 x 101 or text 310-849-5679 
Website: www.workinjuryhelp.com 

Warning: 

Making a false or fraudulent claim is a felony 
subject up to 5 years in prison or a fine up to 
$50,000 or double the value of the fraud whichever 

^^^reate^^^otlHm£risonmen^^ne^^_ 


Surf Dog's Sports Grill 

HB's Best Sports Bar 2014-2015 
Happy Hour ALL DAY on Monday 

surfdogshb.com 1714-846-5700 


Body Intelligence 

The training offers a 50 day practitioner course arranged in 
ten 5 day seminars over two years for individuals wanting to 
become qualified craniosacral therapists. 

To register call: (949) 444.9951 | 
mariannedamore@gmail.com | bodyintelligence.com 



increase Sexual Performance 

We can help with Female Sexual Dysfunction, 

Premature Ejaculations, Erectile Dysfunction & more. 

Sexual Enhancement Medical Center 
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FUNK FREAKS BRING 
BOOGIE FROM THE BARRIO 
TO EUROPE AND BACK 

BY NATE JACKSON 


MKA needle drops on a turntable, the snare of a drum machine slaps against slip- 
M j pery guitar rhythms and slinky bass grooves, and the dance floor of Original 
H Mike’s in Santa Ana gets shocked back into 1984. The fog machine then starts 
ipigfl up, its odorless plumes tangling with floating rays to cast a neon boogie haze 
m H over the crowd. 

And what a crowd. On the last Friday of every month, bouncy Chicanas in hip- 
hugging spandex and cocktail dresses grab hold of the nearest two-stepping cholo, as 
Zapp, Shalamar and D. Train deliver jam after jam. Rising body heat drapes the floor- 
to-ceiling windows with steam. No one notices the rotating lights of cop cars zooming 
down Main Street outside, and wailing synthesizers drown out the sirens from the 
trucks roaring out of the fire station across the street. This is as close to Chicano heaven 
as you’ll find in big, bad SanTana. » CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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THE SLAPS HEARD ROUND THE WORLD 

» FROM PAGE 9 


From the D J booth, a group of selectors 
huddle around the decks, bobbing their 
heads, some jostling for their turn to spin 
before last call. They're members of the 
Funk Freaks, a staple collective in the OC 
funk scene known for playing rare grooves 
stockpiled over the years like weapons 
of post-disco destruction. Sporting fitted 
hats, Pendletons, chains and plenty of tat¬ 
toos, they're savoring the final moments of 
another successful event at their Original 
Mike’s residency, now six years running, 

As 1:30 a.m. hits, they only have a 
few minutes before the lights come on. 

But when security guards try shooing 
everyone out a half-hour later, the crowd 
refuses to scatter, dancing and sweating on 
the linoleum until someone actually pulls 
the plug for the turntables out of the wall. 

“Most of the time, our crowd won’t 
clear out till after 2 a.m., if security is 
lucky,” says Funk Freaks co-founder Ivan 
“Debo” Marquez with a chuckle. 

But the funk fixation doesn’t end when 
the party’s over. Because Funk Freaks is 
more than a hipster attempt at nostalgia. 
For the DJs, it’s a lifestyle built on endless 
crate digging, online scouring and dealing 
with record collectors around the world 
for the next song that’s destined to slap 
you silly on the dance floor. In the past 
few years, their brand has gone interna¬ 
tional, with chapters sprouting up and 
pledging allegiance to the mothership by 
spinning and sharing shit that YouTube 
doesn’t have, that Shazam can’t identify, 
that Pandora will never stream. Traveling 
and connecting with like-minded DJs, the 
crew’s name is showing up in the usual 
musical hotspots—San Francisco, LA, 
Austin, Chicago and New York City—but 
also cities in Russia, France, Amsterdam, 
Germany, Sweden and Switzerland. It’s 


these people who come to Original Mike’s 
from abroad, drawn to the boogie and 
modern soul selections, as well as live per¬ 
formances from the old-school pioneers 
of the genre. 

Recently, Debo was on the phone with 
Vaughan Mason—yep, “Bounce, Rock, 
Skate” Vaughan Mason—about coming 
down to do a show. Unsurprisingly, these 
cult legends are skeptical of an offer from 
a bunch of Chicano youngsters from 
OC and the Inland Empire until the DJs 
prove they’re not faking the funk. “Hon¬ 
estly, he was hesitant,” Debo says. “When 
I was talking to him over the phone, he 
was like, ‘Whatchu talkin’ ’bout?”’ 

But with a little coaxing, the Funk 
Freaks have managed to get musicians 
including Howard Johnson, Sekou Bunch 
and Carol Shinnette to check out their 
vinyl parties and see what they’re work¬ 
ing with. What you see when you squeeze 
your way through a crowded walkway, 
past the Original Mike’s main room blast¬ 
ing Top 40, and into the back area of the 
bar, where the Funk Freak paradise hap¬ 
pens, is only part of what they do to pro¬ 
mote the music they love. 

“We’re humble, we’re cool about it, 
but at the end of the day, if you really 
wanna get tested, we got all the funk you 
guys wanna hear,” Debo says confidently. 
“Don’t take us lightly. We got some shit 
that people won’t hear anywhere else.” 

hilling outside El Toro Bravo 
in Costa Mesa while sporting a 
beanie, goatee and khakis, Debo 
remembers his first flirtation 
with funk between bites of a 
juicy taco. Fluorescent lights flicker spo¬ 
radically over the head of the hefty, 6-foot- 
3-inch DJ who sits at an outside table at 
his go-to hometown taco spot. 

“They make the tortillas right here, 
too,” he says with his mouth full. “And 
the salsa’s on point.” 


Fifteen years ago, Debo was busy 
haunting the hip-hop sections of local 
record shops such as Dr. Freecloud's 
and Noise Noise Noise. During a normal 
crate-digging session, he’d abandon the 
breakbeats and underground boom bap 
and start hovering over sections simply 
labeled “’80s” or “New Wave,” thumbing 
through vibrant album covers splashed 
with fly, Jheri-curled artists of yesteryear. 
The records conjured memories of his 
uncle’s ghetto blaster kicking out lowrider 
jams during blazing Cali summers in the 
mid-1980s, palm trees and carne asada 
Sundays. “This was the music we grew up 
with,” he says. 

This was the era of boogie funk, when the 
slap of the Roland TR-909 drum machine 
infused itself into R&B, funk, and the roots 
of early hip-hop. “Fools were just innovat¬ 
ing with the synthesizer and the Moogs, and 
it was kind of like a free-for-all—you could 
do whatever you want,” Debo says. “People 
didn’t know how to label it.” 

Music offered a brief distraction from 
gang life for Debo and his fellow Funk 
Freaks. One of Debo’s cousins went to 
prison for taking part in the first drive-by 
in Costa Mesa. His older brother, a tagger 
who was a founding member of a crew 
called Forming K (which later grew into 
the infamous street gang 4Ming KAOS, 
now FKG), introduced him to a lot of the 
music he now spins. Debo’s friend David 
Diaz came up in the same Westside neigh¬ 
borhood and took the name DJ Loser (his 
name spelled backward), but grew up 
chasing fast money as a local drug con¬ 
nect, constantly in and out of jail. Loser’s 
older brother DJ Unic (pronounced 
“Unique”) was a tattoo artist with his own 
shop. But even then, the incipient col¬ 
lective were vinyl junkies, before rare or 
coveted vinyl was only an eBay click away. 
The competition to have the best collec¬ 
tion was cutthroat. 

“We would play homemade tapes and 


be slapping each other with the funk,” 
Unic says. “And when someone would ask, 
‘Oh, who is that?,’ you’d be like, ‘I dunno; I 
forgot.’ It was like that.” 

For a while, Debo and Loser would 
hang out at the latter’s pad, spinning and 
sharing hip-hop records. Neither can 
remember who finally got the guts to 
volunteer to deejay a friend’s backyard 
party, but they both immediately fell for 
it. It was one thing to play tracks for each 
other, but another to see people freak 
out over a song they hadn’t heard since 
junior high. 

Debo and Loser started slow in the 
early 2000s, even drifting apart for a 
while. But one day, Debo asked Loser to 
help him deejay his older brother Edgar’s 
birthday party, with a request by the her- 
mano to spin the funky stuff. “So [after 
that], Debo was like, ‘We should do a funk 
night,’ and I was down with that,” Loser 
says. “So once every few months, we did 
them, and it was crackin’.” 

Their goal was to introduce the crowd 
to some “slappers” (tunes highlighting a 
heavy drum slap or an infectious bassline), 
rare gems and a sprinkle of “Funk 101” 
(mainstream hits, O.G. anthems, anything 
by the Bar-Kays). Regardless of whether 
the songs were well-known or unearthed 
nuggets, the rhythm had to be fresh and 
upbeat, delivering a sound that resonated 
with OC’s barrios, who embraced the 
music long after the rest of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia had relegated it to the bargain bins. 
“It all has a little Moog, a little clap, a little 
bassline, a little synth, a little on-the-one 
slap,” says Debo. 

As those parties started getting bigger, 
O.G.s from the Westside opened up their 
record collections to Debo and Loser. Unic 
scribbled some cholo script in Sharpie 
that became the original Funk Freaks 
logo. The backyard parties transformed 
into a monthly happening at Malone’s 
in Santa Ana. Hard-partying homies and 

















gorgeous heinas followed by the hundreds 
at each step, often too much for security 
to handle: A fight outside the club that left 
one man severely beaten caused Malone’s 
to cancel the Funk Freaks. 

Suddenly, Debo had to find a new 
place to keep their momentum going. 

He didn’t know it at the time, but it was 
gonna be a lot farther away than his local 
bar. The D J was about to become OC 
funk’s European ambassador. 

n 2010, Debo’s longtime girlfriend 
(now wife) Faith decided to switch 
from studying medicine to teaching 
English abroad. Her career choice at 
the time had an unexpectedly pro¬ 
found effect on Funk Freaks. She had been 
helping with the D J nights since the begin¬ 
ning, working the door and selling merch. 
But her travel bug rubbed off on Debo. 

"I’d never traveled outside of Orange 
County until I met her,” Debo says. "I’d 
say I was getting a chance to be cultured— 
when someone inspires you to do some¬ 
thing, you do it.” 

The following year, Faith accepted 
a teaching position in Barcelona and 
asked Debo to come with her. He agreed 
but hesitated leaving his neighborhood 
and the Funk Freaks crew behind, not to 
mention a job in Beach Operations for 
the city of Huntington Beach. And he 
also had to deal with the law: That sum¬ 
mer, federal and local law-enforcement 
officials raided 42 locations throughout 
Orange, Los Angeles and Riverside 
counties in Operation Black Flag, tar¬ 
geting 99 individuals named in five fed¬ 
eral indictments. The 32-month investi¬ 
gation included several local and federal 
agencies, including the FBI. According 


to one of the RICO indictments, FKG 
collected drug taxes on behalf of the 
Mexican Mafia. Debo’s brother was 
one of the people targeted, pleading to 
weapons, drug and attempted-murder 
charges. He’s currently serving a three- 
year sentence in Lompoc Federal Cor¬ 
rectional Institution. 

After the raid, Debo decided he needed 
to get away. He entrusted leadership of 
Funk Freaks to his younger brother and 
fellow crew member Robert (D J Luer) 
and Loser. "I told my younger brother and 
my boy Loser to keep this shit alive,” Debo 
says. "I’m gonna be over there [in Europe]; 
I don’t know how it’s gonna go.” 

Spain was an adjustment from the 
moment Debo arrived in Barcelona. He 
snagged a few weekly DJ gigs for 150 
euros per night. But most of the time, 
when he’d show up to spin, club owners 
wouldn’t know what to make of him. 

"They’d definitely never seen a Mexi¬ 
can as tall as I am,” he says. "And my 
whole way of dressing... Dickies hanging, 
rags, fitted hats and tattoos.... They’d 
never seen anybody like me.” 

The floundering DJ worked a num¬ 
ber of bar jobs and had to rely on Faith’s 
income to pay the bills. Meanwhile, Funk 
Freaks soldiered on, bouncing from the 
tiny Signal Lounge in Orange to the Tiki 
Bar in Costa Mesa before Original Mike’s 
came calling, offering them a regular, 
monthly spot. 

Though it was tougher to make it in 
Europe than he expected, Debo managed 
to connect with DJs and artists. When 
Faith’s teaching job ended in 2013, she and 
Debo returned home. Debo went back to 
running things with Luer and Loser and 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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looked to local vinyl-heads, as well as his 
foreign contacts, to expand the collective. 

Aside from being neighborhood 
homies, DJs Ney, Lewis, C-los and Frosty 
were always in the mix at Funk Freaks 
parties. Even before they were official 
members, they’d show up to events with 
crates of handpicked vinyl. Then there 
were Dems, Bosoe and Ryan G, skilled 
DJs out of Riverside who always drove 
out to support Funk Freaks nights. A 
year and a half ago, Debo asked if they 
could expand the crew’s parties into the 
Inland Empire. In addition to Original 
Mike’s, the Riverside Funk Freaks draw 
devotees to the Vibe and the Mission 
Tobacco Lounge. 

Meanwhile, holding the funk down out 
of Bakersfield is Mr. Groove, known for 
his extensive collection and the dedica¬ 
tion to drive three hours to spin at Origi¬ 
nal Mike’s whenever called upon by the 
Funk Freaks. Last but not least is Lil Man, 
the shortest and oldest in the group at age 
42. But if he stood on top of his vinyl col¬ 
lection of rare Nigerian funk, he’d be taller 
than everyone. 

Several times a year, events such as 
the White Party (with its all-white dress 
code and at which DJs can only spin 
vinyl test pressings) and 45s to the Dome 
(some of which are so old and worn you 
can hear them skip) force the DJs to step 
up their game. 

“When you go to a Funk Freaks show, 
you’re gonna hear music that’s super-rare,” 
DJ Lewis says. ‘You’re gonna have people 
coming up to us going, ‘What’s that?’ or, 
Who’s that?’ Everyone loves funk, and you 
could go anywhere and hear old-school, 
but these guys all have good collections.” 

Whenever possible, Debo arranges bar¬ 
becues with his fellow DJs at their trading 
post (a.k.a. the front lawn of his mom’s 
house). On a chilly December evening, Lil 
Man worked the grill, on which the coal- 
fed flames were jumping, as carne asada 
and chicken wings sizzle. Between swigs of 
Modelo, the topic of discussion around the 
porch kept coming back to vinyl. 

It’s clear these guys were willing to 
drop serious dough on the wax they bring 
to their Funk Freaks shindigs. Sometimes, 


a small handful of records from private 
collectors can go for thousands of dollars. 
‘You can go digging all you want, all day 
every day,” Bosoe says. “Eventually, you 
have to come to the realization that you’re 
not gonna find it; you gotta buy it from 
a collector. But sometimes, you’ll find a 
$200 record in a dollar bin.” 

“Lil Man’s got some stuff that if he sells 
it, you’ll never see another copy of that 
record again,” Frosty says. 

“It’s like a unicorn.... Have you seen a 
unicorn?” Lewis chimes in. “For sure, Lil 
Man has one in his garage.” 

Buying an expensive piece of vinyl gives 
them a rush. However, they’re a lot more 
tight-fisted when it comes to selling it. 

“Fool, I have got, like, Carpenter records 
and Barbra Streisand records that I can’t 
even throw away,” Loser says. “I don’t use 
’em, I don’t like ’em, but I don’t wanna 
throw ’em out. It’s all vinyl, ya know?” 

hough they started as a local 
crew, Debo’s traveling took the 
Funk Freaks name way beyond 
Santa Ana and Costa Mesa. 

For the past three years, he 
has made pilgrimages to Europe, meet¬ 
ing with boogie funk DJs he contacted 
through Facebook. He’s met most of them 
face-to-face in Russia, Berlin, Frankfurt, 
Oslo, Amsterdam, Rome and all over 
France—Lyon, Grenoble, Paris, Dijon and 
Montpellier. Each time, he managed to 
pick up a ton of regional ’80s treasures 
and plenty of new languages.... Well, sort 
of. “Mostly cuss words,” he admits. 

His Euro pals offer him room and board 
while he’s in town. They hang out, go 
vinyl shopping and swap a few records, 
and Debo returns the favor when they 
come to the States. 

In Lyon, Kashif Kroche reps the Funk 
Freaks. Debo first met the DJ in 2011 at 
a Starpoint concert, and they’ve gone 
back and forth, visiting and perform¬ 
ing together. When Funk Freaks started 
a small record label to put out modern 
soul and funk artists, Kroche’s group, the 
Funky Drive Band, was one of the first 
acts on the roster. Debo also inspired 
Kroche to get into deejaying. 

“The fact that Funk Freaks people are 
close to my band and that their state of 
mind corresponds exactly to our vision 
of a good successful funk party makes 


















































us recognize ourselves through them,” 
Kroche says. “It’s an international fam¬ 
ily. Our parties are always billed with the 
Funk Freaks label because we are proud 
to represent this state of mind of an old- 
school funk party here in France.” 

Debo also sought out living legends 
such as Italian artist/DJ Ago (whose 
albums fetch $80 to $100 in the U.S.) and 
Ameega (the underrated, French version 
of Prince), both of whom helped define 
the ’80s boogie sound in their respec¬ 
tive countries. Most of their English is 
learned through American song lyrics. 
Ago still can’t speak a lick of English 
unless it’s a tune he knows by heart. "I 
keep trying to talk to him in English off¬ 
stage, and I don’t understand a word until 
he gets up there to perform a song,” Debo 
says. “We understand each other through 
the music, though.” 

Debo flew both artists to Santa Ana 
for packed shows filled with West Coast 
funk-lovers who’d otherwise never get 
to see them live. But Funk Freaks also 
bring domestic artists out of retirement. 

In 1984, Carol Shinnette was a rising star 
when her classic track “Cyanide Love” hit 
the airwaves. Today her LPs are consid¬ 
ered rare funk classics that go for $200 
apiece on sites including Discogs.com. 
When Debo found her in 2014, Shinnette 
was running a retirement center in Bir¬ 
mingham, Alabama. 

“I got her number from [Kroche],” Debo 
says. “I tried calling off and on for months, 
and no one picked up. But one time, this 


old lady picks up; she’s all, ‘Who? Carol? 
Yeah, she’ll be here next week.’” 

He tried calling her back a week later, 
and sure enough, Shinnette answered. 
“And she was trippin’ out, like, ‘Haha, yep, 
that’s me! That’s me!”’ 

Debo offered Shinnette a free trip 
to California and compensation for a 
35-minute set, an offer that sounded 
weird coming out of the blue from a 
random DJ in California. But he con¬ 
vinced her and even got her a warm-up 
gig in East LA. There, more than 200 
people showed up, shouting the words to 
“Cyanide Love” as the singer clutched a 
microphone and let it rip for the first time 
in years. The welcome reception was far 
from what she expected. 

“She was like, ‘Man, I honestly thought 
there was only gonna be two Mexicans 
and a donkey at this show,”’ Debo says. 

Charles Glenn was the bassist and 
bandleader for Ozone, which started in 
Nashville in 1977 and backed legends such 
as General Kane, Teena Marie and Billy 
Preston. Signed to Motown until 1984, 
their two biggest hits, “Strut My Thang” 
and “Gigolette,” are bona-fide slappers on 
the Funk Freaks dance floor. Before Debo 
reached out, the band hadn’t played in 
more than two years. 

“He called me and said, ‘Hey, Charles, I 
have a song list of everything we want you 
guys to play,”’ Glenn remembers. “I was 
like, ‘Wait a minute, who is this guy telling 
me what to play?!”’ 

Not only did he include Ozone’s hits 


but also a bunch of throwaway songs and 
B-sides such as “She’s a 10,” which they’d 
never before bothered to perform live. 
Despite being confused and a bit miffed 
at the suggestion, Glenn agreed. Weeks 
later, as the band heard the raging party 
growing outside their dressing room, 
they wrote down the requested set list, as 
promised. As they took the stage in front 
of a screaming crowd to start the show, 
Glenn still had doubts. 

“We’re gonna play this song. I’m not 
sure why,” Glenn confessed to the crowd. 
“Because we’ve never done this with 
Ozone, ever.” 

But as soon as his fingers plucked out 
the first bassline of “She’s a 10,” the crowd 
of twenty- and thirtysomethings went 
nuts, most of them singing along to all 
the words. Thanks to the Funk Freaks’ 
promotion of their music, including their 
B-sides, Ozone had plenty of die-hard 
fans before Glenn and his band hit the 
stage, fans who knew them even better 
than their parents did when the music 
first came out. 

M ore than half a decade after 
their start, Funk Freaks plan 
to take OC’s connection to 
funk to the next generation. 
That boast has a new mean¬ 
ing for Debo, who became a father when 
Faith gave birth to their daughter in 2013. 
Not only is the funk in her blood, but it’s 
also on the 2-year-old’s birth certificate: 
Zyanya Faith Boogie Marquez. 


Boogie’s lineage also comes with a col¬ 
lection of rare, expensive funk vinyl in 
mint condition, her D J daddy’s version of 
a trust fund. 

“At the end of the day, my record col¬ 
lection is hers,” Debo says. “I’ve got some 
$1,000 records in there—the minute she 
needs to go to college, she can sell ’em. 

I’ve lived a good life; I’ve been able to 
travel the world and see cities most people 
won’t ever see other than books. My pri¬ 
ority is her now.” 

Debo says as long as they’re hav¬ 
ing fun with it, there’s a good chance 
Funk Freaks will be around when his 
daughter is old enough to throw down 
on the decks. Despite ups and downs, 
these blue-collar DJs have used their art 
to connect to a world far outside their 
hoods. They’ve created a path through 
deejaying that will always lead some¬ 
where new—as long as it still sounds as 
good as 1984. 

“We’re representing more than our 
record collections at this point,” Debo 
says. “We’re representing a culture that’s 
just been fermented and ready to go. It 
just needed a stepping stool, someone to 
take it up there, and we represent that as 
the crew.” 

“I just looked at the guys on the stage,” 
Glenn says, still remembering his tri¬ 
umphant Original Mike’s reunion with 
Ozone, “and said, ‘Man, they know some¬ 
thing that we didn’t know. This is the best 
shit ever.’” 

N JACKSON @ OCWEEKLY.COM 
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Best Of 

RtAOCftS* POiXr 

^WINNER/ 


www.OuterLimitsTattoo.com 




LONG BEACH (OLDEST SHOP IN THE U.S.) 
22 S. CHESTNUT PLACE 
LONG BEACH | 562-437-9121 


COSTA MESA (AT THE CAMP) 
2981 BRISTOL ST. #B4 
COSTA MESA | 714-241-8287 


: . * iv mi , 



120S. Brea Blvd 
Brea, CA 92821 
714.482.0700 

Dan Cummins 
Ian 14-17 



31 Fortune Drive 
Irvine, CA 92618 
949.854.5455 


Mike Epps BobbyLee 

Jap8-10 Jan 15-17 



DEPRESSED? 

Have you been feeling irritable, 
helpl ess, guilty or hopeless? 

CNS is seeking women to 
participate in a clinical research 
study testing a non-oral 
medication for depression. 
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friday> 

THEY'LL DO THE DISHES 


♦calendar 


IAI PRESENTATIONS 


m/01/08 


sat/01/09 


[FUN] 

Sleep With 
the Fishes 

Winter Family Sleepover 


[PERFORMING ARTS] 


TUMBLE FOR YA 

Peking Acrobats 

The Peking Acrobats are marvels of 
human agility, pushing the boundaries 
of physical strength and balance beyond 
belief in an entertaining stage show that 
reflects 2,000 years of traditional Chinese 
acrobatics. For their 30th anniversary, 
they are celebrating with a North Ameri¬ 
can tour. Dubbed theYear of the Monkey 
Celebration, this amazing troupe of con¬ 
tortionists, jugglers, gymnasts, cyclists 
and tumblers performs an incredible 
sequence of feats, accompanied by live 
musicians playing traditional Chinese 
instruments. From their record-breaking 
human chair stack stunt to their mesmer¬ 
izing trick cyclists to their gravity-defying 
gymnastics, you'll have a heck of a time 
lifting your jaw off the floor as you sit 
in awe of the astounding skills of these 
super humans. 

The Peking Acrobats at Soka Perform¬ 
ing Arts Center, 1 University Dr., Aliso 
Viejo, (949) 480-4278; www.soka.edu. 

8 p.m. $39-$49. — AIMEE MURILLO 


To truly learn about the wonders of under¬ 
sea life, you have to eat, think, even sleep 
like the undersea life—and the Aquarium of 
the Pacific is here to help with at least that 
last one (and maybe the first depending on 
what’s on special at Cafe Scuba). This sea¬ 
sonally themed family-and-kids sleepover 
includes modules on bioluminescence and 
plankton, those heroic organisms at the 
base of the food chain, as well as a flash¬ 
light tour of the facility, and a meet-and- 
greet with an actual penguin, which this 
writer can personally verify is a transcen¬ 
dent experience. (Hi, Paddles! Thinkin’ 
boutcha!) So go to bed, children, and awake 
having checked off one more crucial step 
toward maturity: a personal interaction 
with a flightless bird. 

Winter Family Sleepover at the Aquar¬ 
ium of the Pacific, 100 Aquarium Way, 

Long Beach, (562) 590-3100; www. 
aquariumofthepacific.org. 5 p.m. $80-$90 
with RSVP. 5+. -CHRIS ZIEGLER 


[CONCERT] 

Lord of the Strings 

Lin Plays Mozart 

When attempting to compete in a Jeop¬ 
ardy championship, one must study 
the masters of classical music. And 
the master perhaps most deserving of 
study is the revered Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. A child prodigy turned virtuoso, 
Mozart’s compositions are so complex 
and intricate they require extreme tech¬ 
nical mastery from those who attempt to 
perform them. That’s why the upcom¬ 
ing performance of “Violin Concerto 
Number 4” and Haffner Symphony by 
violinist Cho-Liang Lin, who was named 
Instrumentalist of the Year in 2000 by 
Musical America, is deserving of your 
attention. Whether or not you’re boning 
up for a trivia show tryout, the question/ 
answer to “Must-see classical concert 
of the new year” is “Urn, what is Cho- 
Liang Lin plays Mozart at the Seger- 
strom Center, Alex?” 

Lin Plays Mozart at Segerstrom Concert 
Hall, 600 Town Center Dr., Costa Mesa, 
(714) 556-2787; www.scfta.org. 8 p.m. 
$25-$120. -AMANDA PARSONS 


[THEATER] 

Behind the Curtain 

Tales From the Playhouse 

In a manner befitting a theater setting, 
Long Beach Playhouse tells its own story 
in a series of five acts. Each one depicts a 
different period in the Long Beach Players’ 
timeline: the troupe’s inception in 1929, 
when actors 



members gath- ff^MORE 11 

ered together at ONLINE 

Wayside Colony OCWEEKLY.COM 

to promote 
local theater; 

its struggles during the Great Depression 
and the 1933 earthquake; and its suc¬ 
cessful attempts to entertain audiences 
during World War II, leading the Long 
Beach Players to purchase its own theater 
building, which exists to this day. It’s local 
history, and it reflects the playhouse’s long- 
running commitment to bringing daring 
and acclaimed performances to the stage. 

Tales From the Playhouse at Long Beach 
Playhouse, 5201E. Anaheim St., Long 
Beach, (562) 494-1014; www.lbplayhouse. 
org. 8 p.m. $20. -AIMEE MURILLO 
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BEACH BODIES ARE MADE IN THE WINTER 

LET US HELP YOU REACH YOUR WEIGHT LOSS GOALS! 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 

*New patients only. Includes Consultation & Body | 

Composition Analysis, FDA Approved Appetite 
Suppressants, Fat Burners, Phentermine, Water 
Pills & FREE LIPOTROPIC INJECTION w/B-12 

Only valid with this ad, cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 1/14/16 


$ 19.95 


* \ 
LIPO-DElsT 


SHED EVEN MORE WEIGHT! 

HCG INJECTIONS MAX 

ONLY$9 PER SHOT FAST ACTING 


FAT-BURNING INJECTION 

PLUS B12 SHOT 



YoungerLook.com 


744. 


LOCATIONS NOW IN OC & LA! 
OC WEIGHT LOSS & ANTI AGING CENTER 

,8678 • 3140 Red Hill Ave, Suite 150, Costa Mesa 


SPOIL SOMEONE 
SPECIAL AT... 



SUN-THURS NOON-MIDNIGHT 
FRI-SAT N00N-2AM 


OPEN ALL 

A UNIQUE DESTINATION FOR 
DATING, RELAXING OR A 
ROMANTIC ESCAPE 


\ 



W& cAAe... 



Your weekly guide 
to Orange County culture. 
With all you need to know 
about local theater, dance,| 
comedy, gallery shows 
& 


yjance 

tymedy 

cAAU 



Now Hiring! 


‘Tis the season to make your dreams come true by 
applying for a role at Disneyland * Resort. Bring the 
magic of the holidays to life for guests from around 
the world as a cast member. 


FULL- AND PART-TIME ROLES 

SECURITY 

CULINARY • HOUSEKEEPING 
AND MUCH MORE! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO 
APPLY ONLINE, VISIT: 

APPLY ONLINE! 

Disneyland.jobs 

DISNEYLANDJOBS DISNEYPARKSJOBS DISNEYP/ 


DISNEYPARKJOBS 


EOE • DRAWING CREATIVITY FROM DIVERSITY • © DISNEY 
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[THEATER] 

Freewheeling Femmes 

The Madwoman In the Volvo 

The world premiere of acclaimed author/NPR 
commentator Sandra Tsing Loh’s new com¬ 
edy graces the South Coast Repertory stage 
this month, and menopausal women every¬ 
where cheer. Based on Loh’s popular memoir 
of the same name, the story centers on three 
friends who refuse to enter their 60s quietly, 
instead embarking on a road trip that tumbles 


them through various debaucheries, including 
a pot-filled stint at Burning Man. Directed by 
Lisa Peterson and starring Broadway vet Caro¬ 
line Aaron, LA stage favorite Shannon Holt 
and Loh herself, this send-up of the book The 
New York Times called “horrifyingly amusing” 
is one outrageous, enlighteningride for any¬ 
one affected by the terrors of low estrogen. 

The Madwoman In the Volvo at South 
Coast Repertory, 655 Town Center Dr., 
Costa Mesa, (714) 708-5555; www.scr.org. 

2 & 7:45 p.m. $20-$49. For high school age 
and above. -SR DAVIES 


[ART] 

Art for a Change 

'The Canyon Project: 
Artivism!' Conversation 

Last October, Laguna Art Museum opened 
“The Canyon Project: Artivism!,” an exhibi¬ 
tion that documents the efforts of artists 
Jerry Burchfield and Mark Chamberlain to 
save Laguna Canyon from being bulldozed 
for land development over a 30-year span. 



ANKIE AVALON, FABIAN 
& BOBBY RYDELL 

FRI -JAN 8 


KATHY 

GRIFFIN 


SAT - JAN 9 


the TEMPTATIONS 
& THE FOUR TOPS 


FR - JAN 15 


TONY BENNETT 

WITH ANTONIA BENNETT 
SAT - JAN 16 

MIKE EPPS FRI-JAN 22 

HEART FRI - JAN 29 

DONNY OSMOND sat -janso 

LARRY HERNANDEZ sat - feb 6 

FRANKIE VALLI & the ^ 

FOUR SEASONS 

SAT - FEB 13 r 


SEE WEBSITE FOR 
FULL LINEUP 


STARTING 

AT 


l^p 


SNOWBIRD 

PACKAGE 


$139 


(PER NIGHT) 


I $20 GIFT CARD ■ $45 RESTAURANT CREDIT 
I $20 FREE PLAY OFFER 
I 1 PM GUARANTEED 
CHECKOUT 


FAN TAS Yu'S PR I NGS 

RESORT CASINO 

800.827.2946 ■ www.FantasySpringsResort.com 

In the Palm Springs Valley ■ 90-min Drive from Orange County 

Management reserves the right to cancel or modify promotions at any time. 


18-HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
GOLF COURSE 

40 TABLE GAMES 

2,000 OF THE HOTTEST SLOTS 

• 250-ROOM HOTEL 

SIX RESTAURANTS 


The project contained 16 phases, including a 
636-foot mural along the canyon that features 
personal photos of volunteers and individuals 
interested in preserving the canyon’s peaceful 
habitat. Chamberlain and guest curator Mike 
McGee will engage visitors in a conversation, 
as well as a book signing and Q&A. 

“The Canyon Project: Artivism!” Con¬ 
versation with Mark Chamberlain and 
Mike McGee at Laguna Art Museum, 307 
Cliff Dr., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-8971; 
lagunaartmuseum.org. 2 p.m. Free with 
museum admission ($5-$7). — AIMEE MURILLO 

mon/01/ll 


[CONCERT] 

Boys In the Band 

Travesura 

What do you get when you mix a self-taught 
musician/pro-skater, a classically trained 
percussionist and a guitar/keyboardist with 
wanderlust, alcohol-fueled adventures and 
hotel-room recordings? Long Beach-based 
Travesura! The three-piece band’s sleepy col¬ 
lection of bluesy-folk tracks could serve as a 
soundtrack to your evenings huddled around 
a camp fire. Since 2013, Travesura have 
played across nearly the entire West Coast, 
bringing their own brand of lyric-driven, 
soothing blues music to stages of every size. 

Travesura with Girl Tears, the Bluffs and 
Son of Heatwave at the Wayfarer, 843 W 
19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; www. 
wa 3 Tarercm.c 0 m. 8 p.m. Free. 21 +. 

-AIMEE MURILLO 


tue/01/12 


[THEATER] 



ROME IF YOU 
WANTTO 


Coriolanus 

Directed by Josie Rourke, this 2013 Don- 
marWarehouse production ofWilliam 
Shakespeare's tragedy of political manip¬ 
ulation and revenge starsTom Hiddleston 
in an Evening Standard Award-winning 
performance. Coriolanus tells the story of 
a Roman hero who must fight enemies 
both invading and at home, including 
a dire economic atmosphere in which 
Roman citizenry are threatened with 
famine and political overthrow. Broadcast 
in HD, this four-star rated production fea¬ 
tures Jacqueline Boatswain, Peter De Jer¬ 
sey, Alfred Enoch and Deborah Findlay. 

NationalTheatre of London presents Cori¬ 
olanus at the Irvine Barclay, 4242 Campus 
Dr., Irvine, (949) 854-4646; www.theba relay, 
org. 7:15 p.m. $17-$22. -SR DAVIES 















GRAND OPENIN 
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MIRA MIST TECHNIQUE 


piirm i T ii^ ■ ■ cwmiiuv 


MINIMALLY INVASIVE • FASTER RECOVERY 
MINIMAL PAIN • NO HIDDEN COST 


UPPER & LOWER ABDOMEN 


»JUST $2900 


COMPLETE • NO HIDDEN COSTS 


BRAZILIAN BUTT LIFT 


»JUST $3900 


COMPLETE • NO HIDDEN COSTS 


TUMMY TUCK STARTING AT $3900 \ 

FULLER LIPS 

RESTYLANE/JUVEDERM • $385 

PHOTOFACIAL $99 
LASER HAIR REMOVAL BIKINI/FACE $ 
BOTOX $99 PER AREA 
SCLEROTHERAPY $99 PER AREA 
MICRODERMABRASION $39 


w n 



OC WEEKLY’S MARKETING ^EVENTS DEPARTMENT 

^15 HIRING 

Rooking, ^ofv uidmdiialA uxh& ak&: 

□UTGOING ■ PROFESSIONAL • DEPENDABLE 
SEEKING EVENT G MARKETING EXPERIENCE 
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1/9: Misswe PERSONS & ION WOW WOW 

at Vast Theater 
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THE COACH HOUSE 

www.thecoachhouse.com 


TICKETS and DINNER RESERVATIONS: 949-496-8930 




X 

BURTON 
GUMMING $ 


PSk$oH 


** % ^ 
G. LOVE & 1 

IPECIALtSAUCE 


MARTIN 

lEXTON 


DELTA DEEP feat. Robert 
DeLeo (Stone Temple Pilots) and 
Phil Collen (Def Leppard) 

LOUIE ANDERSON 
DESPERADO 
TOMMY CASTRO 
DAVE MASON’S 
TRAFFIC JAM 
MARC COHN 
DAVID LINDLEY 
TOWER OF POWER 
COCO MONTOYA 
VANESSA CARLTON 
BURTON CUMMINGS 
AMBROSIA 
MARC SEAL 
WANDA JACKSON 
G LOVE & SPECIAL 
SAUCE 

MARTIN SEXTON 
DOKKEN 
GEOFF TATE’S 

OPERATION: MINDCRIME 

KATE VOEGELE / 

TYLER HILTON 
OTTMAR LIEBERT 
OTTMAR LIEBERT 
RICKIE LEE JONES 
LEE ANN WOMACK 
OC’S FUNNIEST 
HOUSEWIVES 
THE MUSICAL BOX: “The 

Exclusive Authorized by Peter Gabriel 
recreation of Genesis’ ‘Foxtrot’” 

WYNONNA & THE BIG 
NOISE: Stories & Song 
PAUL STANLEY’S 
SOUL STATION 
YOUNG DUBLINERS 
JUDY COLLINS 
KING’S X / Kings Of Spade 
SINBAD 

THE DAN BAND 
DANA FUCHS 
THE FENIANS 
BEATLES vs STONES 

- A MUSICAL SHOOTOUT 


# 


3/11 

GEOFF TATE'I 

Operation Mindcrime 




3/13 & 3/14 




LIEBERT 


2 / 18 * 


RICKIE LEE 


JONEf 



* 2/19 * 

B LEE ANN 

WOMACK .y 


IKUL 

IOUL STATION 


UPCOMING SHOWS 

UFO 4/9 CINDEI 

LOU GRAMM “THE KEIFEF 

VOICE OF FOREIGNER” 4/15 THE Tl 

MIKE PETERS 4/16 Y&T 

(The Alarm) 4/17 ROD PI 

SUPER DIAMOND 5/5 CRYSTi 

(Neil Diamond Tribute) BOWEF 

HONK 6/2 LEON F 


CINDERELLA’S TOM 
KEIFER 
THE TUBES 
Y&T 

ROD PIAZZA 
CRYSTAL 
BOWERSOX 
LEON RUSSELL 



THIS CODE 

TODOWNLOADTHEFREE 

OCWEEKLY 

IPHONE/ANDROIDAPP 

FOR MORE EVENTS OR VISIT 

ocweekiv.com 


tlCketyeb 866.468.3399 33157 Camino Capistrano \ San Juan Capistrano 
Like Us on facebook. com/coachhouseconcerthall \ follow us on Twitter @coach_house 


wed/01/13 


[CONCERT] 

Calling Amerykah 

Erykah Badu 

It’s been about five years since anyone’s 
heard from neo-soul queen Erykah Badu, 
with the release of 2010’s New Amerykah 
Part Two (Return of theAnkh). But Badu 
returns from her recording hiatus with a 
cellphone-centered mixtape. But You Caint 
Use My Phone explores 
modern communica¬ 
tion through what 
Badu terms “Trap & B” 
_ sounds. Just as when 

1 [tLiiLn s ^ e rem i xe d the vibe of 
^ Dr. Dre’s “Xxplosive” 

^ A 1 with “Bag Lady” years 
back, Badu finds time 
in the 11-song collec¬ 
tion to smooth out the 
contours of Drake’s 
“Hotline Bling.” The 
soulful, statuesque and 
eccentric singer brings 
her smartphone songs to the Observatory- 
somebody better call Tyrone! 

Erykah Badu at the Observatory, 

3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

8 p.m. $55. -GABRIEL SAN ROMAN 

[ART] 

Ladies First 

'Independent Visions: 
Women Artists of California' 

When it comes to highlighting great 19th- 
and early-20th-century California artists, 
women are almost always left out of the pic¬ 
ture. But not so with the Irvine Museum’s 
latest exhibition, “Independent Visions: 
Women Artists of California 1880-1940.” 
More than 26 female painters are featured 
front and center! 


“Independent 
Visions” includes 
the famous Art 
Deco painter 
Jessie Arms 

Botke, Donna Schuster, Mabel Alvarez, Julia 
Bracken Wendt and more in an expansive 
showcase of Impressionist, Tonalist, Region- 
alist and Modernist styles, proving women 
to be on the forefront of innovative painting 
practices. Observe colorful portraits, land¬ 
scape paintings and still-lifes depicted in 
rich watercolors and oil, as well as Botke’s 
own 7-foot-by-26-foot mural painting of the 
Everglades, one of the many treasured gifts 
to the Irvine Museum by the Oaks at Ojai. 

“Independent Visions: Women Art¬ 
ists of California 1880-1940” at the Irvine 
Museum, 18881 Von Karman Ave., Irvine, 
(949) 476-0294; www.irvinemuseum.org. 
Open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 21. Free; 
donations accepted. — AIMEE MURILLO 


| MORE » 

Ionline 

OCWEEKLY.COM 


thu/01/14 



^ LAYING 
IT DOWN 


Sublime With Rome 

Following the release of their sophomore 
album, Sirens , Sublime With Rome hit 
up the biggest venue in the area this 
past summer. Now, on their second time 
through OC, the reggae/rock trio are 
scaling it down a bit. Whereas their gig 
at Irvine Meadows showcased their big 
stage potential, their upcoming gig at 
the House of Blues will showcase what 
the band has to offer on a smaller stage. 
Sublime With Rome are steadily finding 
their own voice without the burden the 
famous moniker may indicate and have 
proven they are able to put together an 
energetic show, which should be accen¬ 
tuated in an intimate setting. 

Sublime With Rome at House of Blues, 
1530 Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778- 
2583; www.houseofblues.com. 8 p.m.; 
also Jan. 15-16. $35-$60. -DANIEL KOHN 


[COMEDY] 

Just for Laughs 

ImprovCity Comedy Show 
and the Wheely Funny Show 

Get a double dose of improv comedy with 
ImprovCity’s weekly two-show variety 
night: ImprovCity Comedy Show and the 
Wheely Funny Show. One ticket gets you 
more than two hours of hilarious entertain¬ 
ment. Professional comedians and jokesters 
incite laughing fits through their inven¬ 
tive games, songs and dialogue scenes in 
the ImprovCity Comedy Show, while the 
Wheely Funny Show is an equally uproari¬ 
ous follow-up, during which cast members 
spin a wheel of different genres—whatever 
genre the wheel lands on dictates how a 
scene will play out. All shows are clean 
and rated PG-13, so feel free to bring the 
young’uns to this interactive, fun-filled night. 

ImprovCity Comedy Show and the 
Wheely Funny Show at ImprovCity, 3415 
Michelson Dr., Irvine, (855) 624-6776; 
www.improvcityonline.com. 7:30 p.m. $10. 
-AIMEE MURILLO 
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Lao and Clear 


BRIAN FEINZIMER 


Spicy Lao in Garden Grove is bringing the hotness and the funk of Laotian cuisine 

BY EDWIN GOEI 


ou know what corner Thai joint 
makes the best tom yum, and 
thanks to Little Saigon, you’ve 
now consumed more pho in 
your adult life than instant ramen during 
your college years. You may even know 
where to get the best sadao salad in Long 
Beach’s Cambodia Town. But around these 
parts, chances are your exposure to the cui¬ 
sine of Laos—the landlocked country sand¬ 
wiched between Vietnam and Thailand—is 
limited to two, maybe three restaurants. 

One of those will surely be Vientiane, a 
venerable hole-in-the-wall that has essen¬ 
tially represented Lao food in Orange 
County for years (save for a couple of 
mini-marts in Anaheim). On its menu are 
unabashed Lao dishes such as mok pa—a 
skin-on, bone-in freshwater fish hacked to 
pieces, curried, shoved and steamed inside 
a banana leaf—and a version of larb that is 
more, shall we say, complicated than the 
last time you had it at a Thai joint. Yes, 
those pieces of what look like offal in the 
larb are, in fact, offal. If Thai food is bright 
and broadly appealing like a Disney flick, 
Lao food can be funky, dark and complex 
like a Tim Burton art-house film. 

Now comes Spicy Lao, a new-genera- 
tion restaurant set in a former sushi bar 
that still thrives on the funk but keeps it 
simple. The menu is brief, with exactly 12 
dishes—and that’s if you count the crispy 
fried chicken wings twice (there’s an orig¬ 
inal and a spicy version that’s wok-tossed 
in garlic, sliced jalapenos and scallions). 

It might be because the kitchen staff is 
still experimenting, adding dishes to the 


lineup as they become more confident 
that people are going to like them. A few 
weeks ago, the restaurant posted a picture 
of a new pork-belly-and-egg stew called 
thorn khem on its Instagram, announcing 
free samples of it that evening and post¬ 
ing, “Let us know if it’s a keeper.” These 
days, the stew is on the permanent menu 
and sells out every night. 

Lao cuisine first-timers should start 
with sai kok, a homemade sausage of pork 
stuffed inside natural casing along with 
lemongrass, dried chile flakes and kaffir 
lime leaves. It’s roasted over flames to 
char the skin to crispness, then sliced into 
bevels and served with a sweet tomato 
salsa it doesn’t actually need. But since it’s 
so packed with flavor, you’ll want rice— 
either jasmine or, better yet, the sticky rice 
that’s as much a staple of the Laotian diet 
as baguettes are to the French. 

The starch is delivered in the tradi¬ 
tional stout basket of woven reeds. Ball it 
up with your fingers and use it to pick up 
food with your hands. It has the clinging 
power of a thousand glue sticks and the 
absorptive properties of a sponge ideal 
for sopping up sauces. Since food sticks 
to it as though it were a charged electro¬ 
magnet, it becomes utensil and delivery 
device for Spicy Lao’s larb, a loose salad of 
minced pork or chicken tossed with lime 
juice, cilantro, shallots and green onions 
that, yes, has bits of offal in it. But more 
to the point, it harbors more diced Thai 
chiles than you’re prepared for. It should 
be known that asking for “mild” at Spicy 
Lao is construed as “Lao mild,” which is 


still at least three times hotter than what a 
Western palate can handle. 

If you attempt the turn mak hoong, the 
Lao version of shredded papaya salad, know 
that any level of hotness will have flames 
leaping out of your mouth. But it’s also in 
this dish that your nose detects the distinct 
funk of padaek (the Lao version of fish 
sauce). It’s what darkens the tart papaya 
shreds to a dirty shade of brown, as well as 
amplifies the umami amidst the burn. 

For a reprieve from the spicy, you can 
order the khao piek sen, a bowl of udon- 
sized handmade rice noodles that thickens 
its slow-cooked chicken broth to the consis¬ 
tency of gravy. But the better bowl of soup 
is the mee ka tee: pho noodles with bits of 
pork and ribbons of congealed pork blood 
in a coconut curry broth that’s the perfect 
union of Thai tom kha gai and khao soi. 

Spicy Lao’s most popular item seems 
to be the deep-fried curry pork ribs, but it 
takes a strong jaw to tear the chewy meat 
away from the bones. The sinh lot, deep- 
fried Lao pork jerky, is kinder, softer but 
just as crispy and served in chunky strips 
dusted in chile flakes. Yes, it’s spicy. You’re 
going to sweat. So wear a shirt you don’t 
care about and maybe bring a terry-cloth 
towel before you deplete the restaurant’s 
supply of paper napkins. 

SPICY LAO 

8851 Garden Grove Blvd., Ste. 113, Garden 

Grove, (714) 867-6041; www.spicylao.com. 

OpenTues.-Thurs. & Sun., 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; 

Fri.-Sat., 11:30 a.m.-IO p.m. Dinner for two, 
$20-$30. No alcohol. 



HOLElrflfclEWALL 

» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

Empanada 

Pioneer 


EMPANADA'S PLACE 
3011 Harbor Blvd., Costa Mesa, 
(714) 825-0100; empanadasplace.com. 

O ne awesome OC culinary develop¬ 
ment I would've never forecast in my 
years of reviewing restaurants is the rise 
of empanadas as a thing. Many a party 
I've been to this decade had empanadas 
as snacks alongside taquitos and cold 
wraps, meaning they're becoming part 
of OC's dinner table. And not just any 
empanada, but ratherthe Argentine 
variety, which always brings on the meat 
and is accompanied by chimichurri—the 
stronger on the garlic, the better. 

Empanada shops still aren't as com¬ 
mon as, say, banh mi spots, but they're 
spread across OC, from Anaheim to Mis¬ 
sion Viejo, Lake Forest to San Clemente. 
And they all owe a big gracias to Empa¬ 
nada's Place. The mini-chain celebrated 
its 30th anniversary last year at its Culver 
City mothership; the Costa Mesa loca¬ 
tion is about to mark its own decade 
this year. From the start, the Gil family 
knew howto succeed by offering a 
galaxy of empanada choices that simul¬ 
taneously appealed to mainstream and 
che boludo audiences alike. That way, 
Newport Beach housewives can nibble 
on savory beef and chicken types, while 
Argentines devour regional specialties 
such as saltenas, fugazzas (a take on 
Argentina's take on a cheese-and-onion 
pizza) and empanadas stuffed with cured 
eggplants. Regardless of choice, OC has 
always loved Empanada's Place's way of 
making them: huge (largest in la naranja), 
delicately fried and so substantial that 
two are more than enough. And for 
people who don't want to pig out? It sells 
tiny, cocktail party-sized ones, too. 

With 18 styles of its namesake, you can 
eat at Empanada's Place's charming hole- 
in-the-wall or orderfor a company lunch 
for months and never tire. But don't ignore 
the sandwiches. Every bite into the mila- 
nesa unleashes crumbles that rain down 
like an ethereal tempura; the lomito is a 
Philly cheesesteak by the Rio Plate. It even 
sells Argentine tamales—the only place 
in OC that stocks them, I believe. Dine in, 
order out, doesn't matter: Next time you 
bite into a steaming-hot empanada, raise 
a yerba mate gourd to the maestros who 
made you crave them in the first place. 
GARELLANO@OCWEEKLY.COM 


O READ MORE ONLINE 
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HAS YOUR EVENT PASSES TO: 


R5 

Fox Theatre Pomona • Jan. 29 

IP MAN 3 MOVIE SCREENING 

starring Donnie Yen & Mike Tyson 

ONE LOVE REGGAE FEST 

The Observatory • Feb. 13 

AT THE GATES 

The Glass House Pomona • Feb. 20 

MATCHBOOK ROMANCE 

The Glass House Pomona • Mar. 5 



Enter to win all these contests and more at 

OCWEEKLY.COM/FREESTUFF 


food» 



EDWIN GOEI 

Banana-Filled Egg Rolls! 


Turon at Valerio’s 


EatthisNow 

» EDWIN GOEI 

seals the egg roll as though it were locked 
in amber, preserving the texture and 
ensuring the crunch from every bite will 
rattle your bones. 

And if you come to Valerio’s near clos¬ 
ing time, the cashier might just give you 
a few extra for free. Normally, each one 
costs 50 cents. 

VALERIO'S 

inside Seafood City, 2180 Barranca Pkwy., 
Ste. C, Irvine, (949) 251-0668. 

~l 


DrinkoftheWeek 

» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

Booze Classes at the 
Mixing Glass 

t's the New Year, which means time to pick 
a resolution that'll stick. Here's an easy 
one: Sign up for one of the monthly booze 
classes offered by Gabrielle Dion through 
her fabulous Mixing Glass cocktail shop 
at the OC Mix in Costa Mesa. The classes 
aren't held at her store—too small for over¬ 
flow audiences. Instead, they're held just 
around the corner and come with samples, 
pamphlets and even the opportunity to make 
your own cocktails. 

THE DRINK 

The classes cover all of boozedom. Last 
month was American whiskey; I attended 
a sherry one in the fall. Sometimes, it's as 
simple as Mixology 101; othertimes, it's how 
to make your own bitters. And after every¬ 



thing is done, you can buy the highlighted 
drink back at the Mixing Glass (don't forget 
to take a classy drinking glass with you). All 
the classes are fabulous—and all of them 
sell out within hours of being announced, so 
sign up for Dion's mailing list and make this 
resolution stick. 


THE MIXING GLASS 

3313 Hyland Ave., Ste. A-6, Costa Mesa, 
(714) 975-9952. Sign up for the mailing 
list at info@themixingglassshop.com. 


N o, those aren’t egg rolls; 

they’re turon. What’s a turon? 
Well, it’s an egg roll. Filled 
with banana. And sometimes 
jackfruit. But for sure, banana. 

I have an unresearched and unproven 
theory that all equatorial countries in Asia 
have a fried-banana dessert. This one is 
the Philippines’—and Valerio’s in Irvine 
does a very good version. Though the 
banana inside can vary in sweetness, one 
thing about it is constant: its crunch. And 
it’s not just because it’s deep-fried like all 
egg rolls; it’s because it’s also covered in 
a glassy cocoon of caramelized sugar not 
unlike what you’d find on a creme brulee. 
It’s this finishing touch that hermetically 































FEED YOUR BODY & SOUL 
EVERY OTHER SUNDAY 




ASSORTED 

SASHIMI 

Reg $10.0® 



Re 


Moiiipihurs ri 1|1am|ai9:30pm 


Friday 


11 ami- 10pm 


Saturday llamjr - 


11:30am - 8pm 


Sunday 


aeimiKiiSiilisniiiusaTejarm 


714-972-4©?# 


Westfield Main Place (Next to JCPenny) I 
2800 N. Main St. r #1040 Santa Ana r CA 




WHO WILL HAVE THE BEST BLOODY MARY? 



NOTHING SAYS “BRUNCH” LIKE A PERFECTLY CONSTRUCTED AND GARNISHED 
BLOODY MARY. ATTEND OC WEEKLY'S LARGE-SCALE BRUNCH EVENT, FRESH 
TOAST, AND INCLUDED WITH YOUR TICKET WILL BE SAMPLES FROM THE 
8 COMPETITORS OF OUR FIRST-EVER BLOODY BATTLE. YOU WILL HAVE A 
CHANCE TO VOTE ON WHO YOU THOUGHT HAD THE BEST BLOODY MARY, AS 
WELL AS BEST PRESENTATION AND MOST UNIQUE. 


• £ 

* w. 



OCWEEKLY.COM/FRESHTOAST 
COMPETITORS STILL WANTED! 

EMAIL MARKETIN6@OCWEEKLY.COM FOR INFO. 


MAMA’S 
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learn about 
the fresh toast 

75T FEATURED CHEFS 0 

' y - J j n our weekly feature 

ON THE LINE! 

at OCWEEKLY.COM 



FEBRUARY 27TH • IIAM-2PM - NEWPORT DUNES 


y SShiuicti phxwidM by: 4 


320 Main 
Anepalco’s 

AVEO Table + Bar at the St. Regis Monarch Beach 

Brio Tuscan Grille 
C4 Deli: The Cure for the Common 

Cafe Calacas 
Crema Cafe 
CUCINA enoteca 
Euro Caffe 
Fig & Olive 
Great Maple 
Greenleaf Gourmet Chopshop 
Haven Gastropub 
James Republic 
Las Brisas 


Memphis Cafe 
Old Vine Cafe 
OPM Restaurant & Lounge 
Outpost Kitchen 

Pandor Artisan Boulangerie & Cafe 

Plums Cafe 

Provisions Market 

Restauration 

SOCIAL Costa Mesa 

Taco Maria 

The Hub Kitchen & Taps 
The Trough Sandwich Kitchen 
Urban Seoul 

Ways & Means Oyster House 
Who Song and Larry’s 


& more, all curated by OC Weekly! 


WANT TO PARTICIPATE? 

Email marketing@ocweekly.com 



Benefiting the 

Ben Carlson Foundation 







Unlimited Brunch Bites • Bloody Mary Competition 
Beer, Wine and Liquor Samples • Live Music • Pop-up Shops 


>> PERFORMANCES BY 

LAUREN BLACkC mJs^CASEY K atie 

FROM Seedless FROM The Outriders 


SASER SKYY Inspired 

www.inspiredartwine.com 

A BETTER BARBECUE™ VODKA 


APE; sy, 

gpritf 


£ DIABOLO cox 
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fillXlllreviews screenings 



Making Life PayOff 


BREAKING GLASS PICTURES 


Sweaty Betty’s characters and creators squeeze all they can from the everyday 

BY ALAN SCHERSTUHL 


D on’t let that title throw you. 

Joe Frank and Zachary Reed’s 
rambling neighborhood com¬ 
edy Sweaty Betty isn’t dopey or 
sweaty and I don’t recall meeting anyone in 
it named Betty There is a thousand-pound 
hog named Miss Charlotte, decked out in 
Washington Redskins gear and paraded 
around to tailgaters, but that vision’s just 
one of those things that happens in America: 
real people gettingup to real strangeness— 
because what else are they going to do? 

The film is an improvised study of exur- 
ban life, a no-stakes hang-out pleasure 
starring real folks from the row houses of 
Cheverly and Kentland, Maryland, low- 
income communities between Washington, 
D.C., and the stadium where the Redskins 
play It’s shot on commercial-grade cameras 
from Best Buy, and everyone in it is play¬ 
ing themselves, improvising on situations 
dreamed up by the directors but taken from 
their own lives. The hog-wrangler, Rich 
(Floyd Rich III), truly kept Miss Charlotte 
in his back yard and truly campaigned to get 
her recognized as an NFL mascot—certainly 
a more tasteful one than that team has now. 
These young men live in outskirts com¬ 


munities built a couple of generations 
back, primarily African-American, lacking 
recent development, not urban nor rural, 
just paved. The film’s long second scene 
features two likable young men, both 
fathers, ragging on their too-few restau¬ 
rant choices but finding some excitement 
in the rumor that a pizza joint’s coming in. 
“I won’t fuck with that,” one says, mean¬ 
ing it in the admiring sense. Finally: pizza! 

That scene, like those young men’s 
day, drifts past for quite a while without 
incident. Sweaty Betty (which won the 
award for Best Narrative Feature at 2015’s 
Brooklyn Film Festival) is unrushed, and 
its directors rarely cut, even when their 
own shadows edge into the frame. These 
men, Rico (Rico Mitchell) and Scooby 
(Seth Dubose), are young, have the day 
off and know there’s something out there 
worth doing if only they can think of it. 
The filmmakers steep you in that feeling, 
too, enough so that it’s a jolt when the 
camera, handheld and free, whips around 
to the road where an SUV has pulled up. 
The driver hollers something about giv¬ 
ing away a dog (“She done messed up 
my house!”), and just like that, Rico and 


Scooby are in possession of a pit bull ter¬ 
rier on a homemade leash. 

Like Rich, Rico and Scooby see in their 
animal the chance for a score. They could 
breed this handsome pup—they marvel 
that she’s “cocaine-white”—or maybe sell 
it for a couple of hundred bucks. 

Most of the film, then, follows every¬ 
one’s easygoing efforts at pet monetiza¬ 
tion: The young men buy a leash, get dis¬ 
tracted by some young women, show the 
dog off to some neighbors, and then try to 
figure out where to put the dog while they 
go to a cookout. Miss Charlotte’s name, 
we learn, comes from E.B. White’s famous 
book, a fact that at first seems curious: 
Charlotte was the spider. But then, heart- 
breakingly, we learn that Miss Charlotte’s 
pig pal Lil Wilbur died a while back under 
mysterious circumstances. We see a cell¬ 
phone clip of fat Charlotte and Wilbur 
sauntering along in happier times, as well 
as a photo of Wilbur’s corpse. Someone 
suggests that maybe poor Wilbur ate at 
Checkers, the lowest of the local fast-food 
places, but that’s as close as Sweaty Betty 
comes to politics or social problems. This 
isn’t hard-times reportage or a deep-dive 


ethnography; it’s a life-as-it’s-lived picture, 
a chance to meet and loiter with the peo¬ 
ple in the places the interstates zip past. 

Everyone talks the way people in these 
neighborhoods talk, and the filmmakers 
choose to subtitle their subjects in case 
the rest of the world can’t keep up. Rico 
and Scooby may have a day and night 
wide empty in front of them, but they’re 
also presented as committed fathers and 
students, smart young men making some 
sacrifices and making the most out of 
whatever this country might give them. 
Their story is warm and amusing, but it’s 
the story of the filmmakers themselves— 
local residents themselves who scraped 
money from their day jobs to put Sweaty 
Betty together—that is most inspiring 
here. Their will and ambition are matched 
only by their eye for character, detail and 
real-life hilarity. 


SWEATY BETTY 
was directed by Joseph Frank and Zachary 
Reed; written by Seth Dubose, Joseph 
Frank, Zachary Reed, Floyd Rich III and 
Rico Mitchell; and stars Seth Dubose, Floyd 
Rich III and Rico Mitchell. 













film guide » 


OPENING 

SWEATY BETTY See "Making Life Pay 
Off," page 24. 

ONGOING 

CONCUSSION Concussion isn't much of a 
movie, but it's a fascinating bellwether for 
where the National Football League cur¬ 
rently stands on chronic traumatic encepha¬ 
lopathy (CTE), the degenerative brain 
disease associated with many of its former 
players. As it happens, the human brain isn't 
supposed to whip against the skull like a 
crash-test dummy. Blows to the head can 
have devastating long-term effects. Much 
like The Insider, Peter Landesman's film uses 
a real-life whistleblower to expose the evils 
of a multi-billion-dollar institution. Opening in 
2002, Concussion follows Dr. Bennet Omalu 
(Will Smith), a Nigerian forensic pathologist 
who conducts autopsies in a Pittsburgh 
coroner's office. The 50-year-old body of 
Mike Webster (David Morse), a former Hall- 
of-Fame center for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
reveals disturbing evidence of what Omalu 
would later identify as CTE. Landesman, a 
former journalist, dutifully follows the bread¬ 
crumbs as Omalu accumulates findings from 
more dead athletes, gains a powerful ally in 
former Steelers team doctor Julian Bailes 
(Alec Baldwin) and comes under intense 
scrutiny from the league, the media and 
local sports crazies. Just getting all the facts 
straight is a lot for one movie to handle, to 
say nothing of offering a thorough look at 
the metastasizing implications for the culture 
and business of America's game. The NFL 
will likely tar the film with the relentlessness 
of Scientology's attack on Going Clear. A title 
as blunt as Concussion would seem to func¬ 
tion as a narrative North Star, but scenes 
of Omalu's courtship with his wife Prema 
(a squandered Gugu Mbatha-Raw) consis¬ 
tently take the movie off-topic. Is this a film 
about brain trauma or a Will Smith vehicle? 
(PG-13) Scott Tobias. Countywide. 

DADDY'S HOME Here's a challenge. 

Gather some friends, pour some drinks 
and announce to everyone the premise 
of Daddy's Home, the new family comedy 
about dads competing to be pater superior. 

It won't take long: Will Ferrell is a doting 
schlemiel of a stepdad to suburban moppets 
whose /?/o/o£//ca/father, played by Mark 
Wahlberg, some kind of special-ops tough, 
rumbles back into their lives on a motor¬ 
cycle as sleekly phallic as H.R. Giger's alien. 
That established, why not spend a couple 
minutes guessing at what scenes are 
certain to be in the movie. Ferrell crashing 
that bike, of course. Comical compare-and- 
contrast shirtlessness, certainly. A funny 
dog? A daddy/daughter dance? A long- 
suffering wife and mother (Linda Cardellini) 
who, to facilitate the comedy, lets her ex 
move in to the house and then takes turns 
encouraging both of these men in their jack- 
assery? Yes, yes and yes. Daddy's Home is 
composed almost entirely of setups you've 
seen from its predecessors. (Hey, that's 
working for Star Wars.) The performers are 
all skilled enough to make something of this 
tired material. Cardellini, a champion eye- 
roller, smartens up every scene she's in, 
hinting at what the script doesn't dare: That 
rather than a prize these dopes are fighting 
over, Sarah is almost as touched as they 
are. As usual in family comedies, the leads 
learn lessons. Surprise: Brad needs some 
of Dusty's cocksure cool, and Dusty needs 
some of Brad's maturity and warmth. That 
moral is just as obvious and meaningless as 
anything in Daddy's Home, but I will say this: 


n 

O 


It's delivered in a rousing, ridiculous dance 
number, the kind of pleasurable stupidity 
that works even if you can see it coming. ( 
(PG-13) Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

THE DANISH GIRL The Danish Girl, Tom 
Hooper's portrait of Jazz Age painters 
Gerda Wegener and her spouse, Einar, who 
butterflied into Lili Elbe via the first sexual- 
assignment surgery, is about gender and 
it isn't. Like its subject, it's fatally resolved 
to fit an ideal: the noble Oscar-bait biopic. 

If the script swapped transsexuality for 
heroin addiction, the beats would scarcely 
change. There are secret jaunts, desperate 
doctor visits, pleas to change, and, finally, 
the slow, chilly acceptance that a partner 
simply can't. The film's about how love can 
endure even when the person you mar¬ 
ried vanishes. Reminiscing one night on 
their bed, now divided chastely in two by a 
sheet, Gerda (Alicia Vikander) smiles that 
it "wasn't so long ago we were married, 
you and me." "You and Einar," corrects Lili 
(Eddie Redmayne). Redmayne plays Lili like 
a saint. Yet there's sedition in the script and 
a showdown for the film's soul as Vikander, 
the stronger actor of the two, forces us to 
witness how much her wife loses to give Lili 
life. I've seen it twice, and I still can't figure 
out how Hooper feels about these charac¬ 
ters. He at first presents this as a sort of 
horror story. Then there's Lili's exaggerated, 
simpering body language, all head-ducking 
and languid caresses, which she learns 
studying a peep-show stripper—someone 
playacting a faux femininity for men. Still, 
perversely, we can't help noticing that their 
marriage becomes increasingly hierarchi¬ 
cal—practically patriarchal—with Lili 
forcing Gerda to submit to herterms. Gerda 
is ditched at dinners, abandoned at her art 
shows, and thrust into celibacy. No matter 
what the empathetic score might insist—Lili 
can still act like a dick. (R) Amy Nicholson. 
Regency South Coast Village, Santa Ana. 

THE GOOD DINOSAUR The Good 
Dinosaur \s another episodic growing-up 
adventure story, here copy-pasted over with 
the one kid obsession yet to be given Pixar's 
feature-film treatment. Still, the vistas are 
gorgeous, and the setup is clever—and cer¬ 
tain to upset creationist types. Underpinning 
the usual hero's-journey jazz is an alt-history 
what-if. Sixty-five million years ago, we're 
told, the asteroid that killed the dinosaurs 
got knocked slightly off course, whizzing 
close enough to Earth that it briefly dazzles 
some munching diplodocuses. The story 
kicks in millions of years later, The Land 
AfterThe Land Before Time. Dinos have 
thrived: They've developed agriculture, lan¬ 
guage, home-building, chicken-rearing, and 
the techniques of lesson-oriented parenting. 
Apatosaurus runt Arlo is born with two 
siblings to kindly farmer parents—Mom and 
Dad till their cornfields by nosing their sau- 
ropod faces into the dirt and nudging for¬ 
ward. How these hand- and finger-free liz¬ 
ards erect a stone silo is a mystery that the 
momentum-minded Pixar can't be bothered 
with—instead, it's in a rush to subordinate 
this science fiction Earth to a standard-issue 
Disney plot in which a young'un gets sepa¬ 
rated from family and then comes of age 
by almost dying lots of times. Soon, young 
Arlo faces tragedy and is lost in the wild, 
eager to get back home to his mother—and 
to prove himself mighty and courageous 
like his father. You'll probably cry a little, 
but you might nod off, too. One curiosity: 

This movie has a sharper, crazier psilocybin 
freak-out than the 'shroom-fueled The Night 
Before. When this comes on at your family 
Thanksgiving next year, keep an eye peeled. 
(PG) Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 


THE HATEFUL EIGHT Here's to Quentin 
Tarantino's cussed perversity. The Hateful 
Eight, his intimate suspenseful western 
splatter-horror comedy, has been shot at 
great expense in the long-gone 70 mm 
format, but the movie itself is set almost 
entirely in cramped interiors. He's hired 
Ennio Morricone to score the thing, but don't 
expect rousing new western themes—the 
music is tense and looping. And the first time 
a white character has a chance to speak 
that slur that is to Tarantino movies what 
"breakin' my balls" is to Scorsese's, that 
white guy—a walrus-mustachioed bounty 
hunter embodied by Kurt Russell - politely 
opts for "black fella" instead. Tarantino 
seems determined to upend your every 
expectation. Here's an octet of gun-toting 
bastards sitting out a blizzard and striving for 
politeness despite detesting each other on 
grounds of race, region and politics. It's as 
honest a movie as there's ever been about 
America during the holidays. But don't think 
Tarantino is changing on us. Soon everyone 
is expectorating "nigger" at each other, and 
after reels of diverting 1870s tough-guy dia¬ 
logue comedy, with bounty hunters of uncer¬ 
tain allegiance holed up in a Wyoming fron¬ 
tier way station, the movie twists into nasti¬ 
ness beyond anything you might anticipate. 
There are new elements: Samuel L. Jackson 
aces some Miss Marple sleuth work, and 
there's a moving ballad sung by Jennifer 
Jason Leigh. (To say more about her haunt¬ 
ing, demented turn would spoil Tarantino's 
plotting.) But the writer/director's hallmarks 
abound. Here again are chatty killers and the 
pretzeled-history pleasure of seeing minori¬ 
ties kaboom the brains of their oppressors all 
over beautifully appointed period film sets. 
And for all its shock-talk, The Hateful Eight 
airs painful truths about race in America. (R) 
Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

JOY In most of his eight films, choreographer 
of chaos and screwball scion David 0. 
Russell has assembled boisterous, buoy¬ 
ant casts. His manic ensemble players, 
like those in Silver Linings Playbook and 
American Hustle, carom off one another, 
their high-pitched energy keeping the mov¬ 
ies bustling and busy. Plenty of characters 
still crowd the frame and clamorously vie 
for our attention in Joy, Russell's latest, 
loosely based on the life of Joy Mangano, 
the now 59-year-old inventor of the Miracle 
Mop. But the director seems to be trying to 
emulate what used to called the "woman's 
picture," a genre exemplified by Mildred 
Pierce (1945), another tale of a female 
entrepreneur. Russell has built the film 
around his regular troupe member Jennifer 
Lawrence—who is burdened by the banali¬ 
ties littering Joj/s script. Many of the movie's 
platitudes revolve around family: Joy, which 
follows its Long Island-born heroine from 
her early 20s to roughly her mid-40s, devotes 
much of its running time to illustrating the 
shopworn idea that our closest kin can be 
our stealthiest saboteurs. Joy still lives in 
her childhood home, a two-story structure 
crowded with three generations, including 
her beloved grandmother (Diane Ladd, who 
also narrates) and her own two tiny kids. 

"I don't want to end up like my family," Joy 
laments, her declaration echoing the theme 
explored in The Fighter anti Silver Linings 
Playbook (if not the words of probably every 
person who's ever sat in a therapist's office). 
Those earlier films elevated—or at least 
enlivened—that truism via the outrageous¬ 
ness of many of the players. But the disor¬ 
der found in Joy is a reflection only of odd 
tonal shifts in the film itself. (PG-13) Melissa 
Anderson. Countywide. 

SISTERS If you've ever seen a dumb party 


movie, you can predict what happens in 
Sisters, the Tina Fey/Amy Poehler com¬ 
edy about sisters revisiting the Orlando 
McMansion of their youth to pack up their 
bedrooms and throw one last rager. Once 
the drugs and booze start flowing, the eve¬ 
ning is a mess: There will be fights, dancing 
and destruction, and probably foam from the 
ceiling. Suds and secrets spill all overthe 
house. Fey and Poehler even divide into typ¬ 
ical archetypes. Fey's Kate is the unhinged, 
oversexed loon while Poehler's Maura has 
the self-sacrificial prudery of a kid who 
spent her life cleaning up after her older 
sister's wreckage. Their shared bedroom is 
a wreck, a jumble of detritus that captures 
growing up girl. You might get restless as 
director Jason Moore (Pitch Perfect) estab¬ 
lishes their wearily predictable dynamic. 

It's tired stuff, but after two decades of 
friendship, Fey and Poehler know howto 
sell their characters' bond. They generously 
egg each other on to look even funnier, and 
Poehler may be the best straight-woman of 
her generation. Once the bash really gets 
going, I was swept up in the chaos and hap¬ 
pily clicked off my brain. Screenwriter Paula 
Pell classes up the dumb stuff with a touch 
of depth—these revelers, mature-ish people 
with mortgages and children, savor this 
night because, as Poehler yelps, "We know 
we could die tomorrow!" Pell unabashedly 
writes for and from a female POV, trusting 
that we'll get the joke when Maya Rudolph, 
as a bitter mean girl, claims she vengefully 
flushed a tampon down the toilet and Fey 
counters, "You're pads all the way, and we 
know it!" (R) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 

STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS 


With six films already in the series, and four 
since any of the good ones, J.J. Abrams 
and co-writers Lawrence Kasdan and 
Michael Arndt had to make The Force 
Awakens a crowd-pleasing hit. To ensure 
it, they've copied the arc of the original Star 
Wars. Once again, we open in medias res 
with a scroll of text, a pan down to the stars, 
and a beauty shot of a giant destroyer. And 
once again, we have the Dark Side hunting 
a droid carrying a hidden message, the 
orphaned desert scavenger who blunders 
into protecting it, and that same old smug¬ 
gler and his bipedal dog who inadvertently 
sign on as escorts, even though Harrison 
Ford can barely be bothered to look nervous 
in a firefight. Abrams has also added two 
fantastic characters, played by two 23-year- 
old actors who are clearly thrilled to be 
aboard. First is the athletic, resourceful Rey 
(Daisy Ridley, already a movie star in her 
very first film). Just as charismatic is John 
Boyega as Finn, a former stormtrooper 
fobbing himself off as a resistance fighter. 
Seven films into the saga, this is the only 
time we're allowed to empathize with a 
grunt. The emotion doesn't last long. Soon, 
we're rooting for Finn and his new friends 
to pew-pew-die his former colleagues. 

Our heroes are pursued by yet another 
black-helmeted villain (Adam Driver). Can 
the Rebels—er, now they're called the 
Resistance—save the day in what literally 
plays like just one long day zipped through 
at light-speed without bathroom breaks? 

If not, look out, universe! Everything is 
the same, only bigger. Still, its rusticity is 
welcome after those overly shiny prequels. 
(PG-13) Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 
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CUttUlfO»art stage style 


Sura Snore 


‘Sandow Birk: American Qur’an’ underwhelms at OCMA 

BY DAVE BARTON 
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Editor's note: T/izs zs/ust one of a couple of 
our reviews ofBirk’s show. Go to ocweekly. 
com for more. ...In the meanwhile, enjoy! 

A month ago, I had breakfast with 
a local artist who had seen “San¬ 
dow Birk: American Qur’an” at 
the Orange County Museum 
of Art. When I asked him his thoughts, his 
answer was short: It made him uncomfort¬ 
able. When I pushed for details, he said he 
wasn’t interested in giving the work any 
real consideration “because of what it rep¬ 
resented and all the negative stuff that was 
going on in the Middle East and stuff.” Taken 
aback, I called him on that bullshit, telling 
him it was lazy thinking for a citizen—even 
worse for an artist. 

Now, after viewing the exhibition—more 
than 230 ink and gouache on paper pages of 
illuminated manuscript, a pair of paintings, 
and a couple of wood and ceramic sculptures 
Birk created with his wife, Elyse Pignolet—I 
just don’t see what the artist’s fuss was about. 
My friend’s refusal to engage with the work 
was just the kind of uninformed ignorance 
I’ve been seeing since 9/11. 

Birk’s stated intent is to bring a better 
understanding of the Qur’an to an audience 
not initially receptive to it. While I’m not 
sure he has succeeded in that for the reasons 
stated below, his respect for the material 


and dedication—a decade researching and 
traveling, then nine years hand-transcribing 
from an English translation and painting—is 
something to be reckoned with. For the let¬ 
tering, Birk’s stylized graffiti calligraphy will 
be familiar to anyone who has been to East 
LA or SanTana; he preserves traditional 
Qur’anic details such as black ink, medallions 
to show where the end of a verse is, palmette 
and fleur-de-lis decorations surrounding the 
manuscript and separating it from the for¬ 
matted borders, and so on. 

Of course, fundamentalists from both 
sides of the religious fence have issues: 
Christians don’t think the Qur’an should be 
considered a holy text, simply because it isn’t 
the Bible. Muslims have issues about calling 
it a Qur’an when it isn’t in Arabic, and there 
have been arguments against Birk’s illustrat¬ 
ing each sura (chapter) with images of every¬ 
day life from across the 50 states. Conserva¬ 
tive strains of Islam consider representations 
of human beings and animals in holy texts to 
be a form of idol worship. 

If it’s to build a bridge between two cul¬ 
tures, that’s a respectable, even noble, intent, 
but I’m not so sure Birk’s execution is good 
enough to make that happen on any appre¬ 
ciable level. Aside from the ornamentation, 
the art is mostly mundane imagery: a winter 
cabin (American Qur’an—Sura 2 J), construc¬ 
tion workers (American Qur’an—Sura 7E), 
an abattoir (American 
Qur’an—Sura 3 D ), a 
snowy funeral (Ameri¬ 
can Qur’an—Sura 4 
A), men shooting pool 
(American Qur’an Sura 
5 Ej, a Chinese parade 
dragon (American 
Qur’an—Sura 2 K). 

It isn’t really illustra¬ 
tive or insightful and 
doesn’t always have 
a clear tie to the text. 
There are paint¬ 
ings that make their 
political points more 


ALL COURTESY OF OCMA 

obviously, such as a homeless war vet sur¬ 
rounded by people blissfully unaware of 
him, lost in their own business, attached to 
scriptures about charity (American Qur’an— 
Suras 107 and 108); images of orange-jump- 
suited prisoners at Guantanamo (American 
Qur’an—Sura 8 C); people wading through 
the dead bodies floating in waist-deep water 
in post-Katrina New Orleans (American 
Qur’an—Sura 37 C); or the prominent Mobil 
gas station sign attached to a sura titled “The 
Spoils of War” (American Qur’an—Sura 8 
A). But provocation aside, it’s not all that 
exciting to look at. If s a manuscript first 
and foremost, so the text takes precedence, 
with the remaining non-ornamental aspects 
resembling a form of low-level naive art 
compared to the artisf s earlier, more visually 
substantial work. 

Further alienating the viewer, reading 
the first half-dozen illuminated suras on 
display was a fairly mind-numbing experi¬ 
ence, much like reading any ancient sacred 
text when you’re not a believer. The anti¬ 
narrative, commands, injunctions and warn¬ 
ings of disaster occasionally make for a brief 
enlightenment (or at least a reiteration of 
things you already believe in), but if you have 
no religious skin in the game, why would 
you bother? Taking the time to read through 
the suras— as desperately boring as many of 
them can be—may open up many more of 
the painting’s secrets than I was able to com¬ 
prehend in 90 minutes at the museum and 
several hours on Birk’s website. While I can’t 
say I walked away from the work appreciat¬ 
ing anything more than Birk’s continuing 
devotion to art history, I now know more 
about the Qur’an than I did before I started. 
Pretty pictures or not, I can’t really ask for 
more than that. 


"SANDOW BIRK: AMERICAN QUR'AN" 

at Orange County Museum of Art, 850 San 
Clemente Dr., Newport Beach, (949) 759- 
1122; www.ocma.net. Open Wed.-Thurs. & 
Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri., 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Through Feb. 28. $7.50-$10; every Fri., free; 
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Motel-Art Hacker! 

W hen he's not inking bodies in his 
tiny Dana Point tattoo studio, 

Adam Vu is feeding his wanderlust by 
traveling across the world and staying 
in cheap motels. Vu began his quirky 
project about a year ago in Virginia, after 
having stared at a framed landscape 
and thinking he could see a gorilla fit 
in the scene. Since then, he has taken 
to searching for so-bad-it's-good art 
wherever he travels for the opportunity to 
improvise and challenge his creativity. He 
transforms cheesy artworks with his own 
subtle additions. By check-out time, a 
landscape might have a UFO or a tentacle 
popping out of a pond, orthere might be 
wild horses adorning a framed quote. 

"It's basically a collaboration with me 
and some other artist," says Vu. "You're 
adding a whole other narrative to the one 
that someone else did." The artist only 
works with prints, not actual paintings. "At a 
lot of these hotels, every room has the same 
painting. I would never paint over someone's 
original painting—that's disrespectful." 

Remarkably, Vu accomplishes his 
work under serious restrictions; he never 
travels with his art materials, so he uses 
whatever he can find, making paint out of 
the ashes of burned paper or cigarettes 
or crushed allergy pills—"MacGyver 
with a paintbrush," as he puts it. He also 
tries to match the style of the original 
work, so the additions look as if they 
belong. Vu checks in pretty late, so he 
must work fast to complete his pieces. 

Vu geo-tags his artwork through 
Instagram posts (@adamvunoir), so hotel 
employees eventually find them and con¬ 
tact him. "Most recently, a hotel in Hong 
Kong messaged me about a painting I did 
in the hotel bar, so I just let them know 
they can just wipe it off with hot water and 
soap," says Vu. "They never wrote me 
back. But my friend lives in Hong Kong. He 
went back to that hotel two weeks later 
and told me my painting is still there." 
AMURILLO@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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JOSH CHESLER 

A Tattooer’s Tattooer 

Tim McAlary of Port City Tattoo 


H e doesn’t have a television 
show or a clothing line, yet 
Tim McAlary’s the kind of 
guy other inksters mention 
as one of the more unheralded artists in 
Southern California. 

“I guess I do mainly American tradi¬ 
tional and Japanese tattoos, but that’s 
only because I don’t get asked to do black- 
and-gray or portraits too often,” McAlary 
says. “As I see it, it’s like why would I 
want to limit my income by only doing 
one style of tattoo?” 

It’s just a good business practice for 
the Port City Tattoo artist. Tattooing is as 
much of a trade as it is an art form, and it’s 
not as if he’s going to be doing the same 
design over and over until it becomes 
easier. “Tattooing is difficult every single 
day,” McAlary says. “Every tattoo is differ¬ 
ent. If a walk-in comes in and I have time, 
I want to be able to do it. Some people 
have to turn it down if it’s not their style.” 

McAlary is a pro at tackling every tat¬ 
too that comes his way. But he picked up a 
few lessons along the way that he’s more 
than happy to share with younger artists. 
“I hated school, and I picked the profes¬ 
sion with the most homework,” McAlary 
says. “I’d say to draw lettering every day. 
It’s a tricky thing to do, and it gets your 
linework down. It will also definitely pay 
the bills.” 

Classic Tattoo’s Tim Hendricks is a big 
fan of the Port City showrunner. He’s also 
one of the people McAlary studied while 
they worked together about 10 years ago 
at Costa Mesa’s Gold Rush Tattoo. “Any 
time I wasn’t tattooing, I would sit and 
watch him tattoo,” McAlary says. “I’d 
just pick up little things from him. Like, 
on my black-and-gray, you know that the 
black is going to hold a lot better than 
the lighter, softer grays. It’s tricky to do 


Under 
Their Skin 

» JOSH CHESLER 


black-and-gray because if you go too 
dark, you’re fucked. You basically want to 
be almost fucked.” 

McAlary points out that a lot of artists 
make their pieces look nice for Instagram, 
rather than focusing on what the ink will 
look like once it’s healed, especially given 
the style’s saturation principles. It’s just 
one of many things he believes the pub¬ 
lic—or even practitioners—doesn’t know 
about tattooing. 

“People don’t realize that it’s time-con¬ 
suming,” McAlary says. “I tell people to 
just be patient. I don’t talk bad about the 
stuff on TV, but it shows a lot of bad work. 
I think the public is getting better about 
recognizing good work and bad work, but 
I still get people who come in here and 
think they’re going to get a half-sleeve in 
one sitting.” 

Although reality TV misinforms custom¬ 
ers about certain aspects of the art form, 
McAlary credits the craze for giving his 
industry some unintended benefits. “People 
do take tattoo art more seriously now, and 
that’s better than bringing all of the other 
art stuff into tattooing,” McAlary says. “Tat¬ 
toos are cool, in general. A swallow can be 
a really badass tattoo—you don’t need some 
abstract painting tattooed on yourself.” 


PORT CITY TATTOO 

4290 Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, 
(562) 494-6800; www.portcitytattoo. 

com. Follow McAlary on 
Instagram: @tim_mcportcity. 
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Amp-a-holics 

Mad scientists at Bad Cat give OC guitar amps a good name 

BY ADAM LOVINUS 



rom the outside, Bad Cat Tube 
Amplifiers looks about as sterile 
as any place in south Irvine—situ¬ 
ated in a cookie-cutter, one-story 


office building in a staid business park off 
Barranca Parkway But once you step past 
the glass double doors, it’s a different trip 
altogether. 

In the lobby is a 10-foot bronze-colored 
statue of Ridley Scott’s alien, gnashing 
its teeth and snarling into a microphone 
fashioned from an old shower head and 
a vintage radio vacuum tube. Around the 
corner, a life-size Pinhead from Hellraiser 
lurks in the marketing office. 

Bad Cat owner George Klimek welded 
the Alien installation himself. Pinhead is 
a souvenir from a trade show. As Klimek’s 
partner John Thompson explains over 
coffee on a Sunday morning, “George is 
kind of a mad genius.” 

Thompson is a pure gearhead. His passion 
for tube amplification stems from decades of 
playing guitar around Orange County. Once 
upon a time, he opened for Frampton, Cheap 
Trick and Jefferson Airplane. 

His official background is business 
administration and law, but he comes 
off as a rock & roll electrical engineer. A 
sunburst 1956 Fender Stratocaster reissue 
hangs on his wall across from Nolan Ryan- 
era Angels memorabilia. Mark Trumbo 
plays his amps, and they hang out from 
time to time. 

Thompson and Klimek have worked 
together for more than 20 years. Klimek 
is the CEO of Inductors Inc., an electrical- 
components distributor; Thompson was 


his longtime general manager. The oppor¬ 
tunity to buy Bad Cat came about in 2010. 
Today, their amps are played by local bands 
the Devious Means, the Colourist, Young 
the Giant and Lit, as well as Muse, Kid 
Rock, Bonnie Raitt, Maroon 5 and more. 

Bad Cat originally came out of a Los 
Angeles amplifier company called Match¬ 
less, one of the first modern boutique 
hand-made amp makers in the industry. 
Matchless went bankrupt in late 1990s 
after the Japanese economy tanked. Two 
of the owners relaunched the company as 
Bad Cat; they had great amplifier designs, 
but the business was plagued by infighting 
and lawsuits among its principals. 

Here’s where Thompson comes in. “I 
was attending the NAMM show and had 
gotten the green light from my wife to buy 
an amp, which is no small task,” he recalls. 
“I spent three days wandering the halls of 
NAMM, playing anything I could get my 
hands on.” 

The amp he decided on was the Bad 
Cat Cub X. He started calling around to 
dealers; nobody had it in stock, and he 
was told he’d have to wait nine months for 
Bad Cat to make him one. 

A few months later, Thompson came 
across a Craigslist ad for a Bad Cat “spring 
cleaning” sale: The company was liquidat¬ 
ing, and its owners were planning to sell 
out to Hanser Music Group, a company 
known for buying U.S.-based instrument 
makers and shifting production overseas. 
When Thompson stepped in to buy the 
company, Klimek got on board. 

For Klimek, a 6-foot-8-inch, 71-year- 


old, electrical engineer who studied 
vacuum tube amplification when it was 
cutting-edge technology back in the early 
1960s, it was like being a kid in a candy 
store. “I have never seen him so ener¬ 
gized,” Thompson says. “He’s the first guy 
here and the last guy to leave; he’s in on 
Saturdays. He’s been reborn.” 

Klimek is the yin, the creative force and 
the company mad scientist. On his desk 
sits a prototype 100-watt amplifier the size 
of a PlayStation. He has another prototype 
running on pre-Vietnam War-era military- 
grade vacuum tubes, which runs a high 
current signal at a voltage low enough to 
be battery-powered. Cutting-edge stuff. 

The reluctant yang of the company 
is Mike Franceschini, a sniper-grade 
troubleshooter whom Thompson calls the 
most skeptical man in amplification. He 
has earned the nickname “The Wizard” in 
the industry. A mound of assorted vacuum 
tubes accumulates on his workbench, 
across from a piece of testing equipment 
that resembles something he ripped out of 
the Apollo 11. 

Thompson is the ear. He tests every 
amplifier the company ships, which aver¬ 
ages to about three per day. He does this 
in the warehouse behind the stacks of 
wooden chassis and boxes of electrical 
components, plugging in a Stratocaster 
or a knockoff Les Paul and putting amps 
through the paces. 

He’s listening for the distinct Bad Cat 
sound, something he calls string-to-string 
note definition. Each note of a chord 
should sound distinct at every setting. He 


flips the guitar to the neck humbucker 
pickup and plays an exotic jazz chord to 
demonstrate, adjusting the tone and vol¬ 
ume knobs on the amplifier. 

Unique to Bad Cat amplifiers is the 
K Master volume circuit, named after 
Klimek, which gives players tonal depth at 
quiet volume. Most tube amplifiers sound 
best at levels that piss off your neighbors. 
Klimek figured out a way around that. 

To demonstrate another Bad Cat hall¬ 
mark, Thompson turns up the overdrive 
and crescendoes an open D chord. The tone 
starts clean and breaks up little by little as 
he adds intensity to the strumming—until 
the guitar snarls with a lush distortion the 
more forcefully he picks the strings. 

He demonstrates this dynamic by run¬ 
ning the chords of Bad Company’s “Feel 
Like Making Love,” playing the soft part 
clean, then, for the hard-driving chorus 
part, adds distortion to the power chords 
simply by adding more force with his 
picking hand. Normally, a guitarist has to 
engage a stomp box to go from clean to 
dirty like that. 

A good guitarist will tell you that tone 
is everything. A great guitarist will tell you 
that tone is all in the fingertips. The eso¬ 
teric electronics and circuitry that belie 
boutique amplification bring out the natu¬ 
ral sound of the guitar, the strings on the 
fretboard and the flesh. All of this comes 
at a premium, of course—Bad Cat ampli¬ 
fiers retail for around $2,500. 

A guitarist with a little coin will tell 
you, when tone is everything, it is worth 
every penny. 










AH OUTRAGEOUS DINNER SHOW, FEHURINO AMERICA S 

leading FEMALE IMPERSONATORS! 

® H°IIEOBYTVQmiY ENTER ACCESS CODE: 

SHANNEL ILOVeOC 

sssaft fob $ 5 off! 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW www.DINNERandDRAG.com 


VLVT | VELVET LOUNGE tlCket\yeb 

416 W. 4TH STREEI, SANTA ANA 92701 
INFO LINE: 714.232.8727 VELVETOC.COM 



SIGN UP NOW 

TO GAIN ACCESS TO OUR 
MUSIC NEWSLETTER! 


OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 


WE ARE 

Orange County's 

hub for music news, 
concert schedules, 
reviews, band profiles 



VOODOO 

GLOW 
SKULLS 
& LA BANDA 
SKALAVERA 
January 8 




307 N. Spurgeon St. Santa Ana CA 

TICKETSAVAILABLEATYOSnHEATER.COM 


CITY NATIONAL 

CROVE 

_ “ _ OF ANAHEIM 

714.712.2700 2200 E. Katella Ave. citynationalgroveofanaheim.com 



■WfrlCH 


BRIAN 

McKNIGHT 

Saturday, January 16 


WAR OF KINGS+OUR 201 


Wednesday, 
January 20 


UVE IN CONCERT 


Sunday, 
January 24 


NEXT BEST THING 
TOJOUHNEY! 


Saturday, January 30 


Wednesday, 
February 3 


flWT -WHILD WT K (JXMTIK'P 
USA 2016 COUR 


Lampanelli 

Saturday, 
1 February 13 


A Tribute to 

THE MUSIC OF QUEEN 


Saturday, February 20 


Presented bv the Mercedes-Benz Dealers of Southern California 
<5 Mercedes-Benz ti cketmaster com f( INI 



HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 


ANAHEIM 





w/ Mike Doughty 

JANUARY23 


j 

JANUARY 17 


JANUARY 8 


BIG HEAD TODD 

& THE MONSTERS 


IUR 


2016 


WIPEOUT TURN & NEW WORLD ARISIN 


LUPE FIASCO 


TOUR 

FOR 

THE FANS 


COMING SOON 


1/27 SLAVES AGAINST THE MACHINE 
AND PRETTY HATE MACHINE 
2/11 P.O.D. 

2/17 HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS 
2/19 RICHARD CHEESE & LOUNGE 
AGAINST THE MACHINE 
2/20 TRIBAL THEORY 
2/26 NICK CARTER 



2/28 METRIC 
3/4 THE MAVERICKS 
3/5 BEST COAST 
3/19 BEN RECTOR 
3/30 CIARA 

4/2 JESSIE JAMES DECKER 
4/20,21 JULIETA VENEGAS 



dti i=l 


1530 S. DISNEYLAND DR. IN THE DOWNTOWN DISNEY® DISTRICT 

FOR INFO & TIX 714.778.BLUE HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 

VIP PACKAGES & RESERVATIONS | (£) : 714-520-2316 ^ : VIPHOBANA(S)LIVENATION.COM 

Shows are all ages and standing room only unless otherwise noted. Show dates and times are subject to change. 
Tickets subject to all applicable facility fees and service charges. Applicable fees and charges apply to all ticket sales. 
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FLAMINGO 

SHOWGIRLS 


FREE ADMISSION W/AD 

FULLY NUDE 18+ 

$10 DANCES 

ALL DAY & NIGHT 

HIRING DANCERS NGy SE FEES 



THURSDAY 1/21 MANSIONS ON THE MOON, On Pooii, Gentry 
MONDAY I/2S CORY HENRY (or tour Puppy) & THE PUNK APOSTLES 
THURSDAY 1/28 ZION I 

THURSDAY 2/11 SUN and SAIL CLUB, Anglo Jacrson, Bfmtmakfr 
THURSDAY 3/24 CASH’D OUT (Ululate Twite to Johnny Cash) 
WEDNESDAY 4/13 UNWRITTEN UW, Krooked Tree? 


102 PINE AVE LONG BEACH, CA 90802 
WWWTHEFEDERALBAR.COM 



W/BLACKATTIRE 




flnaheim 


815 S. Brookhurst St. Anaheim, CA 92804 
714-635-8040 caligirls714.com 
21+w/ID 

f CaliGirlsAnaheimGC Ll Caligirlsanaheim 


ONE FREE ENTRY 


This coupon is good for one free entry 
into California Girls - Anaheim. 

One person per coupon only. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 



ANGEL HAZE 

In Heaven With 
Broken Wings 


Angel Haze’s tortured soul turns to hip-hop gold 

BY SOWMYA KRISHNAMURTHY 


D oing ’shrooms in the desert can 
be pleasantly trippy or tempo¬ 
rarily terrifying, but for Angel 
Haze, the hallucinogenic expe¬ 
rience changed her life. In February, the 
23-year-old rapper/singer and producer 
Tk Kayembe received a moment of clarity 
in Joshua Tree National Park. “And, like, 
we sat there—‘Yeah, we gotta break up. 

We gotta break up with these bitches, and 
we gotta make music/” she recalls. 

Haze (nee Raee’n Roes Wilson) even¬ 
tually separated from model girlfriend 
Ireland Baldwin and began work on Back 
to the Woods. “There was so much in my 
way, whether it was my label [or] the 
people I was dealing with,” she says. “We 
had to break free of all of it.” 

Released last September, Back to the 
Woods was an emotional purge, with Haze 
oscillating from grimacing braggadocio 
(calling herself “your favorite rapper’s 
mortician” on “Babe Ruthless”) to tragic 
vulnerability and pain. She adeptly raps 
and sings, letting the music dictate her 
flow. On “Exposed,” which was recorded 
in a substance-fueled haze, she tells her 
mother, “You probably never gave a fuck 
about me anyway/I know I’m foolish 
because I love you with my whole soul/I 
keep running so I never have to go home.” 

Haze has always been incredibly open 
in her music: about her fucked-up child¬ 
hood, gender identity (having previously 
described herself as “agender” ) and sexu¬ 
ality. “Putting my honesty and my real truth 
into my music gives me the ability to be 
myself,” she says. That honesty bolstered 
her popularity following 2012’s Reserva¬ 
tion and Classick mixtapes. Gut-wrenching 
tracks such as “Cleaning Out My Closet” 
(on which she recounts being horrifyingly 
raped as a child) solidified Haze as one of 
the most important new voices in hip-hop. 
“I thought of offing myself; I thought of 
killing these niggas,” she raps. “Wanted to 
take a fucking brick and push they teeth 


through they liver/Wanted to smash the 
fucking world and burn its leftover parts/ 
Wanted to rip it out and just fucking step 
on my heart.” She inked a deal with Repub¬ 
lic Records and released her debut album, 
Dirty Gold, in 2013. 

The deal was too confining (“I got signed, 
and they made me think I needed mad 
executive producers,” she says. “I mean, I 
think there were more writers on my last 
record than I’ve known in my life”), so Haze 
is goingthe self-released, independent 
route this time. She and Kayembe handle all 
of the writing and producing, respectively, 
on Back to the Woods. “Sitting in a room and 
making a record, just us, was so amazing. 

It just didn’t even make any sense, so we 
didn’t stop,” Haze says. “I had to tap into a 
part of myself that wanted to do something 
phenomenal. I wrote every single song by 
myself. Some of them I freestyled. They 
came together how poetry does.” 

Haze’s schedule is packed. While most 
artists clamor to get an invite, her androg¬ 
ynous beauty has garnered front-row 
acceptance by fashionistas such as Dona¬ 
tella Versace and Givenchy’s Riccardo 
Tisci. She seems to live a charmed life, but 
scratch the veneer and the issues persist. 

Haze knows she has issues, but she 
doesn’t try to put a red bow on her shit. 

“I hate myself. I hate myself so fucking 
much,” she says. “Every day, I’m destroy¬ 
ing myself and rebuilding myself.” 

What she’s just said is, of course, heart¬ 
breaking, but now Haze laughs. “I think 
true freedom lies in the ability to accept, 
like, we are never gonna be happy with who 
we are,” she says. “The whole point of life is 
to evolve and have something to work for. If 
I loved myself, I would be mad bored.” 

ANGEL HAZE 
performs at the Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, (714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

Thurs., Jan. 7,11 p.m. $15. All ages. 





























SPEARMINTS RHINO 

GENTLEMENS CLUBS 


F.UJJ.BAR*' 

SSSSfe 


/ Follower ^ 
Post us on 
Social Media 

v for k 
\ Free Entlff /A 


NIGHT FOOTB 


v-i U’/if i >1 

MOSCOW MULES • DOMESTIC PITCHER SPECIALS 

3-FOR-2 DANCES SPECIALS 
*5 COVER TIL 10PM *10 (10PM-CLOSE) 


O©OO©0 

19900 Normandie Ave. Torrance 90502 
310-532-2427 21+ w/ID 

Open 7 Days A Week lpm-2am 
spearmintrhino.com 


FREE ENTRY 

Good for one free entry. One person per 
pass only. Not valid during special events. 
Torrance location only. 


OC Weekly ' 


' Expires 03-01-16 



UPCOMING SEX EDUCATION EVENTS 


In this workshop you will learn 
tips and techniques for amazing 
handjobs and blowjobs! This is 
our most popular workshop and 
always sells out! Register early! 
This workshop is for women only. 


Are you intrigued by "50 Shades of 
Grey" or by BDSM? This workshop is 
geared towards beginners who wish 
to explore the erotic options of BDSM 
play in a fun, sexy, and safe way. We 
will cover spanking, flogging, whipping, 
bondage, role-playing and more! 


This workshop is for women & 
couples only. We will discuss 
how to have more frequent & 
more powerful orgasms using 
hands & toys as well as oral sex 
& g-spot play. 


$15 per person, $20 per couple when prepaid in advance. 
$25 per person at the door, if space is available. 


20 % 


Present this ad for discount. 


Present this ad I 

OFF Exp. 1/21/16 


^1/ /O ANY PURCHASE OVER $25 

Not valid on sale items, previously purchased items or with any other 
discount or promotion. Not valid on Lelo or We-Vibe products. Only 
one coupon may be redeemed per person. 


17955 SKY PARK CIRCLE, SUITE A, IRVINE 
949-660-4990 

STORE H0URS:M0N - SAT 11AM - 7PM 

CALL FOR DIRECTIONS TO STORE! 



AMATEUR 

NIGHT 


LAST MON. OF 
EVERY MONTH 


MONDAYS 

sio 

COUCH DANCES 

$ioo 

SUITE SPECIALS 


Kr 


WEDNESDAYS 

2-H-l mission, ounces, OHMS 


MmiCKEHT 

mm 

EVERY THURSDAY 

ALL NIGHT 

$5 OFF ADMISSION WITH COWBOY BOOTS. HAT 00 COLLEGE ID. 


4 VIP DANCES FOR *40 NO MORE WRISTBANDS 


FREE ADMISSION UNTIL 2PM DAILY TIME ONLY 


2640 W. WOODLAND DR. 714.220.2524 IMPERIALSHOWGIRLSOC.COM 


SUNDAYS 



l^&Le^SzAsi. — 


NTLEMEN'S CLUB 

LESS DANCERS * FULL BAR * SUSHI BAR 


FREE 

ADMISSION 
ALL WEEK 

FROM 12PM-7PM 


HALF 

OFF 

ADMISSION 

AFTER 7PM 


HAPPY HOUR 12PM-7PM 

MAGIC MONDAY: 

$2 DRINKS 

TEQUILA TUESDAY: 

$2 - $3 - $4 DRINK SPECIALS* 

WHISKEY WEDNESDAY: 

$3 WHISKEYS* WELLS & BEERS* 

THIRSTY THURSDAY: 

$3 FIREBALL 'h OFF BOTTLE SERVICE* 

VIP FRIDAY: 

$200 PATRON $200 GOOSE $200 JACK* 

VIP SATURDAY: 

$200 D JULIO $200 KETEL 1 $200 CROWN* 

SUNDAY FUNDAY: 

$3 DOMESTIC $4 IMPORTS $4 WELLS 

•NOT ALL DRINKS ARE INCLUDED IN SPECIALS 

1421 N. STATE COLLEGE BLVD. 
ANAHEIM CA. 92806 

714 * 808*8500 

WWW.VENETIANGC.COM 
NOW AUDITIONING DANCERS! 
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NEW VIP SPECIALS 
FREE ADMISSION DAYaNIGHT 


MUST PRES EHT AD AT THE DOOR FOR DISCOUNT 

log onto SAHARATHEATER . XXX 

FOR ROLL CALLS UPDATES S WEEKLY PROMOTIONS 

1210 S. State College Blvd Suite C. 
Anaheim, Ca 92806 

(714) 772-2242 

r ~f S /SAHARATHEATER SAHARA.THEATER 




$3 You Call It. No Cover Charge 11am - 11pm 
$3.00 Domestic Beer 5-9pm.. 

TtaCuut 'T't&e&day/^ 

$3 Domestic Draft \ f^f*\ 


$6 Domestic Pitchers 

ThOtAty TTiuMday 

$4 lager & $4 Fireball 
$3 Domestic Draft 


MONDAY-SUNDAY: 
11 am - 2 am 
http://601oc.com/ 
601S Raymond Ave, 
Fullerton, CA 92831 
(714)871-7390 




WETWOOD SMOKES 

Trio Transformation ^■ 

LocalsOnly 

WETWOOD SMOKES » TAYLOR MORGAN 


perform with NOBLES, Big Monsta and 
the Diamond Light at the Wayfarer, 843 W. 
19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; www. 
wayfarercm.com. Sat., 7 p.m. $5. 21+. 

O n a chilly Wednesday evening, Wetwood 
Smokes blasts through my car stereo as I 
head to their Costa Mesa apartment. Josh Bow¬ 
man's vocals remind me of a young Jonny Lang: 
soulful, bluesy, and stained with rock & roll. I 
crank up the volume, letting the raw, reverb¬ 
laden sound wash over me. Despite being rela¬ 
tively new, the band's limited discography shows 
a promising level of consistency. 

Their knack for memorable hooks and tex¬ 
tured indie-rock grooves strengthens between 
their 2014 debut album, Earth Tones & Red, 
and 2015's Organ Donor EP. You can hear the 
confidence of Bowman, bassist Chrystian Cano 
and drummer Steven Howard (all of whom play 
multiple instruments) growing as they deliver a 
textured blend of harmonizing indie rock. Guided 
by local recording ace Jon O'Brien, they're ready 
to release their latest EP, Our Third, on Saturday. 

Inside their apartment, a blazing fire warms 
the living room; acoustic guitars adorn the walls 
as though fine art. "I met Steven at Canyon High 
School in Anaheim Hills, where the two of us 
grew up," Cano says. 

"I grew up in Costa Mesa, but Steven is my 
step-brother," Bowman added. 

The three musicians recorded their first album 
in Bowman and Howard's parents' garage. "I 
think the neighbors probably harbored some 
animosity," Howard says. Their second album 
was recorded in their old, cramped apartment, 
located just down the street, cluttered with PAs, 
amps and drums. "It was chaotic and sort of a 
shit hole, but we played a lot of music there," 
Howard says. 

During that time, they hosted several house 
parties dedicated to performing covers. "We 
would post on our Instagram, 'Direct message us 
what you'd like to hear,'" Bowman says. "Then 
we would perform about eight to 10 of those cov¬ 
ers and drink PBR." 


Learning to master cover songs quickly 
sparked the inspiration to work just as efficiently 
on their originals. Our Thirdwas recorded in a 
single weekend at a secluded cabin in Twin Peaks. 
They recorded four songs, but after listening to 
them, they decided to release the three that came 
out the best, saving the fourth fortheir next album. 

"Can we play 'Dead Pixel' for you now?" Cano 
asks. Bowman clicks play on his laptop. The 
band mates tuck their chins to chest nearly in 
unison, as they listen intently. The three-minute 
track sounds surprisingly different from anything 
on Organ Donor. Blustering rock energy and 
pounding drums permeate the song, which 
swaps placid, indie rock for fuzzed-out rock & 
roll a la Jack White. 

The songs for Our Thirdwere recorded live to 
give listeners the feel of being in the room with 
the band during their mountain jam session. This 
evolution was influenced by artists such as Beck, 
who's known for dabbling in different styles as 
frequently as he changes his bellbottoms. "Beck 
put out Morning Phase, which won album of 
the year, and it was all acoustic," Howard says. 
"Then he released 'Dreams,' which is straight-up 
pop/rock. You can get away with that kind of stuff 
today; you don't have to be pigeonholed." 

Wetwood Smokes' goal is to release clusters 
of songs that have a collective sound more often, 
ratherthan releasing a full-length once a year or 
so. This will honor their day-job schedules and 
gives the band the opportunity to attract more fans. 

"Our challenge as a three-piece band has 
always been to create the same sound as, say, a 
five-piece," Howard says. "But if we can't repli¬ 
cate that sound live, then it's not worth it for us." 


Hey, Orange County/Long Beach musicians 
& bands! Mail your music, contact info, 
high-res photos & impending show dates 
for possible review to: Locals Only, OC 
Weekly, 3420 Bristol St., 6th Floor, Costa 
Mesa, CA 92626. Or email your link to: 
localsonly@ocweekly.com. 













































concert guide» 


THIS WEEK 


FRIDAY, JAN. 8 

CANDYE KANE: 7:30 p.m., $15-$25. Don the 

Beachcomber, 16278 Pacific Coast Hwy., Huntington 
Beach, (562) 592-1321; donthebeachcomber.com. 

CHRISTMAS FANTASIA: 8 p.m., $25. Renee and 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, 615 Town Center Dr., 
Costa Mesa, (714) 556-2787; scfta.org. 

THE COLLEEN AND JOSH SHOW: 8 p.m., $35 City 
National Grove of Anaheim, 2200 E. Katella Ave., Anaheim, 
(714) 712-2750; citynationalgroveofanaheim.com. 

LIFELINE: 9 p.m., free. Hurricanes Bar & Grill, 

200 Main St., Huntington Beach, (714) 374-0500; 
hurricanesbargrill.com. 

LIN PLAYS MOZART: 8 p.m., $25-$190. Renee and 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, 615 Town Center Dr., 
Costa Mesa, (714) 556-2787; scfta.org. 

PANORAMIC: 7 p.m., free. The Moosedome, 

24952 Southport St., Laguna Hills. 

QUEENSRYCHE: 7 p.m., $25-$50. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

THE RHYTHM SHAKERS: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar 
Rock-N-Roll Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., 
Fullerton, (714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

VERY BAD THINGS: 9 p.m., $15-$25. Harvelle's Long 
Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239-3700; 
longbeach.harvelles.com. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 9 

AGENT ORANGE: 8 p.m., $12. The Karman Bar, 

26022 Cape Dr., Laguna Niguel. 

ANDREA MILLER: 7 p.m. Bayside Restaurant, 

900 Bayside Dr., Newport Beach, (949) 721-1222; 
baysiderestaurant.com. 

ASSUMING WE SURVIVE: 6 pm, $12 $15. Chain 
Reaction, 1652 W. Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, (714) 635- 
6067; allages.com. 

THE ATOMIC PUNKS: 9 p.m., $10-$15. Saint Rocke, 

142 Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, (310) 372- 
0035; saintrocke.com. 

BAD PARENTZ: 6 p.m. Rudy's Pub & Grill, 

26772 Porto I a Pkwy., Lake Forest, (949) 581-0293; 
rudyspubandgrill.com. 

BIG MONSTA: 7 p.m., $5. The Wayfarer, 843 W. 19th St., 
Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; wayfarercm.com. 

THE CALIFORNIA HONEYDROPS: 9 p.m ,$16 
Constellation Room at the Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
constellationroom.com. 

CRAWDADDIO'S: 7 p.m., free. Ralph Brennan's Jazz 
Kitchen, 1590 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 776- 
5200; rbjazzkitchen.com. 

DESPERADO: 8 p.m., $18. The Coach House, 

33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

HOLLYWOOD ROSES: 9 p.m., $10. Harvelle's Long 
Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239-3700; 
longbeach.harvelles.com. 

KNAC 105.5'S 30TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY: 

6 p.m., $10-$15. Saint Rocke, 142 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Hermosa Beach, (310) 372-0035; saintrocke.com. 

THE LOW DOWN-HIP-HOP DJ NIGHT: 9 p.m , 

free. Alex's Bar, 2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, 

(562) 434-8292; alexsbar.com. 

MARC CRENSHAW: 9 p.m., $15-$20. Sutra, 

1870 Harbor Blvd., Ste. 200, Costa Mesa, (949) 722- 
7103; sutraoc.com. 

MELTED: 7 p.m. Programme Skate & Sound, 

2495 E. Chapman Ave., Fullerton, (714) 798-7565; 
programmehq.com. 

OC DIY ELECTRONIC NIGHT: 6:30 p.m., $7. Beatnik 
Bandito Music Emporium, 417 N. Broadway, Santa 
Ana, (714) 835-3313; beatnikbandito.com. 

SWEET AND TENDER HOOLIGANS: 8 p.m., 
$18-$39.50. House of Blues, 1530 S. Disneyland Dr., 
Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; hob.com/anaheim. 

WETWOOD SMOKES: 7 p.m., $5. The Wayfarer, 

843 W. 19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; 
wayfarercm.com. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 10 

CRAZY AND THE BRAINS: 8 p.m., $5 Alex's Bar, 


2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

THE END OF AN AGE: 5 p.m., $10 donation. Malone's, 
604 E. Dyer Rd„ Santa Ana, (714) 979-6000; 
facebook.com/MalonesConcertVenue. 

GEEK MEET 8: 8 p.m., free. The Slidebar Rock-N-Roll 
Kitchen, 122 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, 

(714) 871-7469; slidebarfullerton.com. 

MAGIC OF MOZART: 3 p.m., $25-$89. Renee and 
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall, 615 Town Center Dr., 
Costa Mesa, (714) 556-2787; scfta.org. 

PHILM: 7:30 p.m. Gaslamp Restaurant & Bar, 

6251 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, (562) 596- 
4718; thegaslamprestaurant.com. 

TIM GILL: 10:30 a.m., free. Ralph Brennan's Jazz 
Kitchen, 1590 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 776- 
5200; rbjazzkitchen.com. 

TOMMY CASTRO: 7 p.m. The Coach House, 

33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

MONDAY, JAN. 11 

BRAD JOHNSON &THE KILLIN'TIME BAND: 

9 p.m., free. Hurricanes Bar & Grill, 200 Main St., 
Huntington Beach, (714) 374-0500; 
hurricanesbargrill.com. 

DOUG LACY: 6 p.m., free. Ralph Brennan's Jazz 
Kitchen, 1590 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 776- 
5200; rbjazzkitchen.com. 

TRAVESURA: 8 p.m., free. The Wayfarer, 843 W. 19th 
St., Costa Mesa, (949) 764-0039; wayfarercm.com. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 12 

BLACKBURN COUNTRY: 9 p.m., free. The Lighthouse 
Cafe, 30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, (310) 376-9833; 
thelighthousecafe.net. 

JOSE DJHOZER JIMENEZ: 9 p.m., free. Hurricanes 
Bar & Grill, 200 Main St., Huntington Beach, (714) 374- 
0500; hurricanesbargrill.com. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13 

THE BIG DRAW: DJ Abeltron, 8 p.m., free. The Copper 
Door, 225 1/2 N. Broadway, Santa Ana, (714) 543-3813; 
thecopperdoorbar.com. 

DEREK BORDEAUX BAND: 7 p.m , free. Original 
Mike's, 100 S. Main St., Santa Ana, (714) 550-7764; 
originalmikes.com. 

JUKE JOINT JOKERS: 7 p.m., $5. Mozambique, 

1740 S. Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach, (949) 715-7777; 
mozambiqueoc.com. 

NATHAN SHANE: 9 p.m., free. Hurricanes Bar & Grill, 
200 Main St., Huntington Beach, (714) 374-0500; 
hurricanesbargrill.com. 

SWMRS: 9 p.m., $10. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 14 

DAVE MASON'S TRAFFIC JAM: 8 p.m., $55 $125 
The Coach House, 33157 Camino Capistrano, 

Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 496-8930; 
thecoachhouse.com. 

DEEP HOUSE DANCE PARTY: 9 p.m., $5. Harvelle's 
Long Beach, 201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, (562) 239- 
3700; longbeach.harvelles.com. 

DILIJAN CHAMBER PLAYERS: 8 p.m.,$29. Samueli 
Theater, 600 Town Center Dr., Costa Mesa, (714) 556- 
2122; scfta.org. 

HUTCHINS CONSORT: WINTER POEMS: 8 p.m., 
$10-$40. Irvine Barclay Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr., 
Irvine, (949) 854-4646; thebarclay.org. 

METALACHI: 9 p.m., $15. The Federal Bar, 102 Pine 
Ave., Long Beach, (562) 435-2000; thefederalbar.com. 

NEW GODS: 7 p.m. Programme Skate & Sound, 

2495 E. Chapman Ave., Fullerton, (714) 798-7565; 
programmehq.com. 

RON KOBAYASHI: 6 p.m., free. Bayside Restaurant, 

900 Bayside Dr., Newport Beach, (949) 721-1222; 
baysiderestaurant.com. 

THE SLOP STOMP: 9 p.m., free. Alex's Bar, 

2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

SUBLIME WITH ROME: 8 p.m., $35-$60. House of 
Blues, 1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778- 
2583; hob.com/anaheim. 


LBC 420 EVALUATIONS 


By. Dr. Raja Toke 
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720 ALAMIT0S AVE., UNIT A, LONG BEACH 90013 
(562) 599-8420 


BRIAN GAMBLE, M.D. 


24/7 

Verification! 


BRIAN GAMBLE. M.D. 


Professional 
Photo 
ID Cards 


NEW PATIENTS 


RENEWALS 


NO WAITING, FAST PROCESSING 

I w 14 -#P 2 hBI 

12570 Brookhurst St. #1, Garden Grove CA. 92840 

Veteran C Senior Citizen discounts available 

■ MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 

WALK INS WELCOMED 


& 


j 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MON - SAT 9am - 7pm | SUN 10am - 6:30pm 

**BRING THREE AND THE FOURTH PERSON FREE!!! *TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 01/31/16 


\is 



m 


go 


m 


CO 



cn 

cn 


CJl 

CO 


CO 


CO 



ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE SERVICES 
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Patients 
RENEWALS $19 
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895 E. YORBA LINDA BLVD. #204 PLACENTIA 92870 


MON-FRI 11AM-7PM • CLOSED SAT/SUN ■ 714.328.3712 


1671 W. KATELLA AVE. STE. 130, ANAHEIM 


MON-FR111AM-7PM • SAT 11AM-6PM • SUN 11AM-5PM 



OC’S Best Evaluation Center 


B ele 

MEDICAL 



ellness 

LUATION CENTER 


$25 1 $35 


Renewals 


• Professional & Compassionate Practice Hours: Mon 

• 24 Hour Online & Phone Verification 

• Full Physician Evaluation Given 
•Walk-ins Welcome 

1540 E. Edinger Ste. A Santa Ana CA 92705 
2001 Harbor Blvd. Ste. 101B, Costa Mesa 9262 


New Patients 

-Fri 

11am - 5:30pm 
Sat 11am-5pm 



Call for Appointments 





Medical 

Marijuana 

Evaluations 


" Offers only valid with 
ad. Only one promotion 


TWO LOCATIONS: 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM ANXIETY, ADHD, BIPOLAR DISORDER, 
INSOMNIA, DEPRESSION, CHRONIC PAIN etc.? 


Evaluation Center 

ALL patients are seen by a licensed California physician 


SPECIAL! 

Recommendations 
Starting at 


440 Fair Drive, Suite S. 227 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
1626 E. 17th St. 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 


All Patients 

TOLL FREE! 
( 800 ) 620-2027 


MD LICENSE: A22208 


Yo hablo Espanol! 


24/7 

online & phone 
verification 


Open 7 Days a Week 
Walk-Ins Welcome! 
Monday-Sunday 
9am to 6pm 
















































































GRAM KING’S 



DAILY DEALS 


MONDAY: $2 OFF ALL EDIBLES 


TUESDAY' 4 GRAMS OF PRIVATE RESERVE FOR $35 
‘ 4 GRAMS FOR $40 EXCLUSIVE 


WEDNESDAY' $5 OFF ANY HALF GRAM OR 

WHOLE GRAM OVER $25 OF WAX 


THURSDAY: FREE GIFT WITH 1/0 DONATION 


FRIDAY: MYSTERY SPECIALS 


SATURDAY: PICK YOUR FAVORITE SPECIALS 


SUNDAY: 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE from ioam-wm 


DISCOUNTS FOR MILITARY / VETERANS / DISABLED (NO DOUBLE DISCOUNTS) 


10189 WESTMINSTER AVE. SUITE #217, GARDEN GROVE CA S 

714 391-4362 I HOURS: MONDAY-SUNDAY10AM-10PM V m 


legally fecognlzed medical cannabis ID caids may oMam cannabis bom medical cannabis 



8TH 


FTP 


S *£C I 




OR 


2G 


8THS 


FOR 


25 


4G 
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MEDICAL DISPENSARY 


0#ODB714 • KJ OnDeckBuds • ★★★★★ 5.0 rating on Weedmaps 


714.468.4142 • 10am-2am Daily • 12371 Haster St., #203, Garden Grove 
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KURVANA 
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C Sjy SUNDAY 
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SPECIALS & OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED. 

OPEN 11AM-8PM DAILY 
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= Dyer Rd 



H 

O 

> 

□ 

< 

m 

T) 

H 

(/) 

m 

O 

> 


vj 

In 

tn 

O 

In 

vo 

O 

O 



949-752-6272 


OCWEEKLY.COM/MMJ 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH ORGANICS eue ty' t,M> ' 

JDaity JDeaU 

MUNCHIE MONDAY: 

10% off any edible! 

TOP SHELF TUESDAY: 

All top shelf, $10G All Day! 

WAX WEDNESDAY: 

10% off any full gram of wax! 

THROW BACK THURSDAY: 

$5 off any $50+ donation! 

FREE BEE FRIDAY: 

Free joint w/ every $50+ donation! 

STAMP SATURDAY: 

Get 2-stamps whenever you donate $45+! 

SUNDAY FUNDAY: 

Pick-Any-Deal 

19480 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, CA 92684 
Phone: 657-383-5743 | Hours: lOAM - 11:45PM 




L 


2526 W Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, CA 92801 
Phone: 657-272-0037 
Open every day: lOAM - 11:45PM 
>anaheim_prime657 




© MEDICAL HMIJIIUIIEUVEIT 
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Private reserve 6 tap stelf medication from tie lap Urea 
// Imerali Maple 


GIFT BAG 
$20 Value 

TIME PATIENTS 


NO DELIVERY FEES 
-with min $50 donation- 

Vet & Senior Discounts 


For Daily & Weekly Specials, Follow Us (fo 0 □ 


FIND OUR MENUS AT: 


happynhealthysolutions.com 
Edibles, Topicals & Concentrates 


SERVING THE ENTIRE OC 


A Top Shelf, Organic, Lab-Tested DELIVERY SERVICE 

-ftP $P*chu/ - 



PharmSquad.com II Call: (888) 507-0832 



PharmSquad 


SERVICING 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY, 
COSTA MESA & ORANGE 
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6G ON F RST /8TH 

!5% OFF EDIBLES, C0NCENTR1TES, 
ViPflfl PENS.F0PIC1LS S TINCIURES 


EH IT SATIIDIV IS SHIM! ! 

(SELECT BOGGS, $5 Off VAPOR PENS, 15% OFF EDIILES) 


MON-SAT (8AM-7PM) 
f SUNdOAM-5PM) 
w ( 714 ) 549-2363 

810 E.DYERRD.UNITB 
SANTAANA.CA 92705 
(BEHINDFIELDSPIANO) 



EaseCanna 


Professional • Clean 
High Quality Meds 
At Competitive Prices 

DAILY 

SPECIALS 


714-309-7772 
2435 E 

ORANGETHORPE AVE 


HAND « HAND 

PATIENT CARE 


Sat. 1/16 - Buy any l/8th get a FREE gram 

(limit 2 ) 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

XIV ,XTV .XTV. X’I'V 


Sun. 1/17 - 


15% off Flower, Wax & Vapes 
20% off All Edibles & Drinks 


LEGALLY PERMITTED 
COLLECTIVE 


: HnHPC ^ : HandnHandPC jj : HnHPC Q : HNHPC 

HNHPC.ORG 657.229.4464 

2400 Pullman St. Suite #B 
Santa Ana, CA 



SHELF ANAHEIM 

N BEFORE YOU TAKE FLIGHT! 


I^KOROV/ 


DEALS & QZ 
SPECIALS! 

135 CAP 

SC LAB TESTED STRAINS 

FTP 4.5G 8TH 

r OR $5 OFF CONCENTRATES 

Hours: Haa-lstSaa 

31E4 hi. Lincoln Ave.i Anahet 
(Entrance In Rear) • 7m-3fl5-7fii4 

S rrn rumpelsthtsicw ^ 8® 

a mo • . m » o% ' 



GOLD 


t( j»c»nel 


BlHitagnam 


AVAILABLE AT - aps 

justQuality 

J AA c n c # 


^ J^iNXuumy 

AM 93 ABOUT THESE BREA T PRODUCTS 

HONEY 


"V 


_i 


1' 
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HONEYVAPE 


WEST COAST CURE 


DAB CLEAN 


DR. GREENTHUMB MARIJUANA & MUNCHIES CAVIAR GOLD 


YOU’LL BE BLAB YOU CM IN! DUALITY MEDS, COMPASSIONATE PRICES! 

9774 KATELLA AVE. #103, ANAHEIM 1 714.209.8187 
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OCWEEKLY.COM/MMJ 






























JANUARY 08-14, 2016 MUSIC CULTURE FILM FOOD CALENDAR FEATURE THE COUNTY CONTENTS 


GRAND OPENING.' 



U&l 

MASSAGE 

Welcome to stfiueefrim, 
c ymw£ c/Utoo £ 

SPECIAL 

1/2 HR tot, 

$35 

PRIVATE ROOM* 

1 Try and You Will 
Come Back! 


S. STATE COLLEGE BLVD 
ANAHEIM CA 92608 


(714) 783-7000 

State College and 
Santa Ana Blvd 
next to Barber Shop 



I 'ftvee, 


VIP MASSAGE 


mmSwM 


ulcettam&M. 


Open 7 Days aVWeejc 
10am to 10pm • 71 4^737^ 10’? 
Accepts All GG|sj 
7041 Western Ave # B, Buena 









35HHR 


$50HR 


Table Shower 


10356 Beach Blvd. Stanton, CA 90680 

LOCATED BEHIND TACO BELL 

Open 7days/week: 10am - 10pm [J 



12067 BEACH BLVD., STANTON, CA 90680 

(Inside Home Depot Center, next to China Buffet Rest; 

(714) 705-0583 • (714) 787-9677 
10AM-10PM, 7 Days/Week 



12505 Beach Blvd ttb3 Stanton, CA 90680 
Beach & Lampson (Inside 7-Eleven Center) 
Open 7days/week: lOam-lOpm 



SPECIAL 

PRICES! 

OPEN LATE 7 
DAYS A WEEK 


•FREE TABLE 
SHOWER* 

•ASIAN & LATINA 
SHOWER FOR 

v°u |W 

•COZY & I 
PRIVATE ROOM 


one try 
and you’ll 
come back 
L for more 


LOCATED* 

1241 1/2 S. MAIN ST. SANTA ANA CA 
92707 CALL US : 714-610-9539 


915 

Adult Massage 


Ladies 

Make over 

$100,000 

a year 

bombshells ENT is 

looking for new talent 
any race welcome. 
Text or email us 
3 pics at: bombshellsl43 
@gmail.com or call 

424-269- 

8142 


BLACK MALE & 

FEMALE 

5'4", 130 lbs of lean muscle, 
handsome face, smooth 
and athletic, Ocean view 
massage. Private Personal 
Training also avail. Michael 
(562)714-4270 
Or 2 Male Masseurs also 
avail. MC/Visa Accepted. 


915 

Adult Massage 


Tantra Goddess 

Sensual fullbody 
tantra, CMT, deep tissue 
massage. Tantric prostate 
intense release. Beautiful 
statuesque, slender & 
toned w/long dark raven 
hair & hypnotic green 
eyes. Goddess worship, 
CFE, fetishes & fantasies. 

Private, Nice incall. 

Special rate $200 

818-821- 

9090 


GOOD MASSAGE 

30240 Rancho Viejo Rd. 

#E (949) 487-7756 

San Juan Cap, CA 92675 

Touch of Excellence 


★Grand Opening^ 
999 Roses 

Hot Asian Girls to Pamper 
you! Massage, Facials, 
Relaxation! 14291 Euclid St. 
#D111, Garden Grove 

(714)554-3936 


R Spa & Massage 

$30/lhr 714 - 505-2288 +* 

10am to 12pm 

13846 Red Hill Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 A 
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Turning down the lights with offers and specials 

from the sexiest places in OC... Right into your 
inbox. Sign up now to gain access to our 
After Dark Newsletter! ocweekly.com/signup 


WEEKLY 




BRAND NEW SPOT* SPECIAL PRICE 


ASIAN/ LATINA/ FILIPINO 


FREE Table Shower 
in Your Own 

PRIVATE Massage Room 
(Regular Shower 
Also Available) 


8am-10pm 


TEMPTATION 

MASSAGE 

11855 BEACH BLVD 
STANTON CA 90680 

714.983.6624 


ON BEACH BETWEEN 
ORANGEWOOD & 
CHAPMAN NEXT TO 
SMOKE SHOP 


DEEP & OIL MASSAGE 


(949) 472-4029 (949) 487-7756 


23600 R0CKFIELD BLVD #2N 
LAKE FOREST, CA 


30240 RANCHO VIEJO RD. #E 
SAN JUAN CAP, CA 



cAdi&itue iu t/ie 

KSWEEKLY 

CONTACT YOUR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

oh coll 

714 . 550.5900 
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Female Escorts 


Sexy Black 
Lady 

Get with Nikki. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Outcall 24 hours. 

818-478-6631 


936 

Transexual Escorts 


Sexy Latina TS 

Very Sexy With Nice 
Body 

Fully Functional & 
Feminine! 

Grace-323-209-9196 


NUDE SPA RESORT 

NUDE Lifestyles Resort 
Hotel Couples Only luxury 
NUDE spa Sensual 
Hedonism IN LA Day Club 
and Hotel 

www.nudespa.com 

24 hour mineral water pools 
24 hour dance club 
760-251-4744 


945 

Phone Services 


"MEET PEOPLE 
FROM 

YOUR OWN LOCAL 
AREA!!" 

Want to add a little spice 
to your life, discover and 
meet new people from 
your own local area? 
Give us a try!! 

It's always FREE to 
browse hundreds of per¬ 
sonal ads and always 
FREE to record your own 
personal greeting for 
others to hear! Call now! 
(818) 861-0018 
(310) 873-0533 
(323)648-1149 
(714) 426-0803 
(949) 655-0035 
(805) 601-1127 


#1 CAY, Bl CHAT & HOOKUPS 
Discreet chat that will 
turn you on!! 

FREE to try!! 18+ 
call 714-464-8977 

RIPPED MUSCLE JOCKS & 
BEEFY HAIRY BEARS! 

are waiting to chat live 
with you. Try us FREEH 18+ 
It's discreet and it's hot! 
Call 714-464-8977 


LAKE FOREST VffaMOL 

mmm ©ral 


GRAND OPE 

WAXING$ia/ AREA 


I MASSAG 

mnuvkWm 




949.768.8258 

23782 MERCURY RD. 
LAKE FOREST, 92630 




Young, Beautiful, 
Asian Girls - Daily! 

Full Body Massage & Waxing 


7431 Cerritos Ave, 
Stanton, CA 90680 
Corner of Cerritos & Western 
10 AM -10 PM, 7 Days/Wk 


Gwmd 


a 


f 


’/nettiM# 


SECRETGARDEN 
Spa & Skin Care 


714-653-0265 


$10 OFF w/ad 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 10AM TO 10PM 
714-995-6789 • ACCEPT ALL CCS 
831 S KNOTT AVE, ANAHEIM 92804 


71 



WHO ARE YOU AFTER DARK? 

Try FREE: 714-627-2273 

More Local Numbers: 1-800-700-6666 

redhotdateline.cor^l 8+ 


AMERICA'S HOTTEST 

GAY CHATLINE! 714-627-2269 



FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU 


Anaheimr 


(714)905-0050 

x www.megamates.com 18+ 




The hottest 

fonodlSt Place to 

meet Latinos! 


FREE TRIAL 


714.464.2989 



Are you a GREAT sales person, comfortable with calling on local 
businesses? Are you familiar with Pay-Per-Click Advertising, Search Engine 
Optimization, Social Media, and Google Maps? Are you looking for an 
exciting new opportunity with the largest cultural media outlet in the US? 


Prospecting, Calling, Presenting & Closing small to medium 
business enterprises a full suite of services Voice Media Group 
has to offer. 

Expected to embrace and follow best practices laid forth by 
the management team. 

Meet or exceed monthly quotas of $6,500 in new business 
launched. 

Actively participate in morning meetings and ongoing training 
sessions. 

Actively participate in call and demo coaching. 




WE ARE GROWING EXPONENTIALLY. 


If so, we are looking for you 


Top candidates will possess excellent communication skills and phone 
presence, enthusiasm, and be proficient on the Internet - including Search 
Engine Marketing. Our ideal candidate is someone looking to launch their 
sales career with a groundbreaking advertising company. We’re looking for 
someone with the drive to give their best every day, the desire to pick up the 
phone and chat up local businesses, and the willingness to be trained and 
coached into victory. If you are passionate about selling digital marketing 
solutions, we would like to speak with you. 
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DIRECTORY 


STOREFRONT 


On Deck Buds 

FTP: 6 Cram 8th | $45 CAP on 4 Cram 8ths or 2 Crams for $25 All 
Day 112571 Plaster St. #205, Carden Grove | 714.468.4142 


Hand N Hand: 25% OFF ~ Sunday, Dec. 29th 
2400 Pullman Ste. #B Santa Ana | 6572294464 

South Coast Safe Access: FTP: 7 Cram l/8th 11st Official 
Measure BB Licensed Facility | SC Lab Tested Products | 25% Vet & 
Military Disctounts 110% Senior Discount 110% Disability Discount 
1900 Warner Ave. Ste. A, Santa Ana | 949.474.7272 

hb organics 

5.5 Crams for $40~FTP | $10 Cram ALL Shelves 
2526 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 92801 
657.272.0057 | Open 10AM-11:45 PM Daily 


Just Quality: 12/24-12/27 CHRISTMAS SALE 

$10 Crams on ALL Shelves Including Moonrocks 

$75 Specials on Selected Flower Strains | $200 oz DOCOS 

$5 OFF 1 Cram of Wax | $7 Hubby Bars 

9774 Katella Ave. Unit 105, Anaheim CA 92804 | 714.209.8187 


Gram Kings 

DAILY DEALS | Discounts for Military, Veterans, Disabled 
10189 Westminster Ave. Suite #217, Carden Grove 
714.209.8187 | Hours: Monday-Sunday lOam-IOpm 


Nature s Holistic Alternative 

FTP: 6 Crams on Tst 1/8th! | 25% OFF Concentrates Vapor Pens & 
Edibles! I 5 CRAM1/8th's EVERY DAY | Select $10 Crams! 

810 E. Dyer Rd. Unit B, Santa Ana | 714.549.2565 


Top Shelf Anaheim 

FTP-4.5g 8th or $5 Off Concentrates | $55 CAP SC Lab Tested 
Strains | 5128 #B W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim | (714) 585-7814 110am- 
1:45am 


Ease Canna 

FTP- All 8th will be weighed out to 5GRAMSH | 2455 E. Orangetho- 
rpe Ave., Fullerton, CA 92851 | 714-509-7772 


Huntington Beach Healing Center 

17875 Beach Blvd. Huntington Beach | (714) 575-8919 
8am - 2am Daily _ 

DR. EVALUATIONS 


OC 420 Evaluations 

NEW PATIENTS $29 | RENEWALS $19 | Walk-Ins Accepted 11671 
W. Katella Ave. Anaheim Ste. 150 | 895 E. Yorba Linda Blvd. #204 
Placentia 92870 I TOLL FREE 1-855-MMJ-EVAL (1-855-665-5825 ) | 
Mon-Fri 11am-7pm, Sat 11am- 6pm, Sun 11am-5pm 


Releaf wellness Medical Evaluation Center 

Renewals - $25 | New Patients - $5511540 E. Edinger Ste. A Santa 
Ana CA 92705 | 657.251.8052 | 2001 Harbor Blvd. Ste.#101B, Costa 
Mesa | 714.785.7750 


DELIVERY 


OCPC 

5 Cram 8th & FREE Goodie Bag (FTP) | All Wax $95 /8th 
949.752.6272,11am to 8pm Daily 


weed Ka re 

OC's Premier 24 Hour Delivery Service. | FTP Deal - Free 1C Top 
Shelf w/ Donation | 714-655-5464 


HG Delivery 

North Orange County's Premier Delivery Service! | Open 12pm - 
8pm Monday - Saturday! $50 minimum! Call or text 714-676-6158 
for menu! 



3420 Bristol Street, 6th Floor, Costa Mesa, CA | 714.550.59001 free online ads & photos at oc.backpage.com 

CONDITIONS: All advertisements are published upon the representation by the advertiser and/or agency that the agency and advertiser are authorized 
to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof, that the contents are not unlawful, and do not infringe on the rights of any person or entity 
and that the agency and advertiser have obtained all necessary permission and releases. Upon the OC Weekly’s request, the agent or advertiser will 
produce all necessary permission and releases. In consideration of the publication of advertisements, the advertiser and agency will indemnify and save 
the OC Weekly harmless from and against any loss or expenses arising out of publication of such advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to 
revise, reject or omit without notice any advertisement at any time. The OC Weekly accepts no liability for it’s failure, for any cause, to insert an 
advertisement. Publication and placement of advertisements are not guaranteed. Liability for any error appearing in an advertisement is limited to the 
cost of the space actually occupied. No allowance, however, will be granted for an error that does not materially affect the value of an advertisement. 
To qualify for an adjustment, any error must be reported within 15 days of publication date. Credit for errors is limited to first insertion. Drawings, 
artwork and articles for reproduction are accepted only at the advertiser’s risk and should be clearly marked to facilitate their return. The OC Weekly 
reserves the right to revise its advertising rates at any time. Announcements of an increase shall be made four weeks in advance to contract advertis¬ 
ers. No verbal agreement altering the rates and/or the terms of this rate card shall be recognized. 


HUdlffaJlduehtiAmfy! 714 . 550.5900 


automotive 


421 

Used Auto 


AUTOS 

WANTED 

CASH FOR CARS: Any 
Car/Truck. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come 
To You! Call For Instant Of¬ 
fer: 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com 


health 


810 

Health 


PENIS ENLARGEMENT MEDI¬ 
CAL PUMP. Cain 1-3 Inches 
Permanently! Money back 
guarantee. FDA Licensed 
since 1997. Free Brochure: 
Call (619) 294-7777 
www.drjoelkaplan.com 


Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted 
provider for 10 years. In¬ 
sured and Guaranteed De¬ 
livery. Call today 
1-888-403-9028 


Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted 
provider for 10 years. In¬ 
sured and Guaranteed De¬ 
livery. Call today 
1-888-403-9028 


home services 


554 

Misc. Home Services 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price $34.99 
Ask About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
888-992-1957 


music 


17th ST. Recording 

Studio 

17th Street Recording is a 
professional state of the 
art recording studio 
which provides songwrit¬ 
ing, production, and re¬ 
cording services. Record¬ 
ing session includes 
platinum Engineer. 
Credits include: Sting, 
MaryJBIige, Sublime, 
Dirty Heads, Long 
Beach Dub Allstars, 
Sublime w/ Rome. 
Slightly Stoopid, 
Sugar Ray 
& more 

Fast Pro Tools skills. 
Studio A has a Master 
DAW Pro Tools HD4, one 
ISO vocal booth & Studio 
Mix Room B has 
Pro Tools HD. 

ALL GENRES-ALL STYLES- 
Vintage Keyboards 
Galore!!!! 

Location: Costa Mesa, CA 
★ (949) 680-6568 ★ 

17thStRecords.com 



VIP EVENT INVITES • FREE TICKETS 
HOT PRIZE PACKAGES 


fSig/t u/inoifr to gain acceu, to oWi Pfioma HewAUett&i! 
OCWEEKLY.COM/S1GNUP 



836 

Psychic/Astrological 


EMPLOYMENT 

* ASTROLOGERS, 
PSYCHICS, TAROT READ¬ 
ERS NEEDED! P/T F/T 
$l2-$36 per hour. 

tambien en Espanol. 
954-524-9029 


notices 


650 

Adoption Notices 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers 
with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7Abby's One True Gift 
Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexi¬ 
co/Indiana 


services 


515 

Career Services 


NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE 
CAREERS - Get training as 
FAA certified Aviation Tech¬ 
nician. Financial aid for 
qualified students. Career 
placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Mainte¬ 
nance 800-725-1563 


525 

Legal Services 


Robbed by your 
Employer? 

Working overtime & 
called salaried? Told to 
clock out but continue to 
work? Called an indepen¬ 
dent contractor/1099 
employee? Speak w/at- 
torney Diane Mancinelli at 
no cost to you. 
(714)734-8999 


530 

Misc. Services 


WANTS TO purchase miner¬ 
als and other oil & gas inter¬ 
ests. Send details to PO. 

Box 13557, Denver, Co 
80201 



EARN $500 A DAY 
AS AIRBRUSH 
MAKEUP ARTIST 

For: Ads •TV* 
Film»Fashion«HD« Digital 
35% OFF TUITION - 
One Week Course 
Train & Build Portfolio. 

Models Provided 
Taught by top makeup 
artist & photographer 
Accredited. A+ Rating 
Better Business Bureau 
Details at: 

AwardMakeupSchool.com 

(818) 980-2119 


THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 
Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a new 
career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. 
*NDT/Weld Inspector. 

Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for 
those who qualify 
1.800.321.0298 



PAID IN 
ADVANCE! 

Make $1000 A week 

Mailing Bro¬ 
chures From Home! 

No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers 
since 2001! Genuine Oppor¬ 
tunity. Start Immediately! 
www.MailingHelp.com 


Spankys Adult Emporium, 
Orange County's top adult 
toy and novelty retailer, is 
accepting applications for a 
part time sales associate. 
Spankys offers competitive 
wages, employee discounts, 
a fun working atmosphere, 
and more. We are looking 
for serious, friendly, outgo¬ 
ing individuals with flexible 
hours who are not offend¬ 
ed by the adult nature of 
our business. Retail and 
customer service and expe¬ 
rience required. Must be 18 
years old to apply. 



305 

Roommates 


ROOMATES WANTED 

ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM. Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find 
the perfect roommate to complement your personality and 
lifestyle at Roommates.com! 



210 

Homes 


FIRSTTIME BUYER'S PROGRAMS!!!! 

$1000 Down. Many Homes Available! 
All SoCal Areas! Will consider Bad Credit. 
4% APR. Call or Text Agent 

562 - 673-4906 
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Largest Showroom & Biggest Selection In OC best collective 

° °° in oc 



25% VETERANS DISCOUNT • 10% DISABILITY DISCOUNT • 10% SENIOR DISCOUNT 


Physician’s Recommendation Required for Treatment of: 
Anxiety I Chronic Pain I Diabetes I Insomnia I Arthritis I Glaucoma 


1900 Warner Ave. ste. A, Santa Ana 92705 (Conveniently Located Off the 55 Freeway) 
949.474.7272 • Hours: Mon - Sat 10am-8pm • Sun 11am-7pm 





























CULTIVATING CHANGE 



ShowGrow 

SANTA ANA 



1625 E ST. GERTRUDE PLACE 
SANTA ANA, CA 92705 
714-618-1343 










nly better 



CLEANSE & PURIFY 

better than water ALONE- 


CRANBERRY 

EXTRACT 


PURIFIED 

WATER 


A better water 
for a better you. 

























